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FOR 


OLD ENG LAND; 


All sent make all Sas; one 
Man againft her Enemies, and down 


FERICHO: 


Explain'd and Enfore'd in ſeveral. Remarkable 
D1scouRsEs, occaſion'd by a Caſe, intereſting 
every Man in Britain, of a Preacher in Lon- 
don, here fully clear'd and vir.dicated, and the 
Rights of the Country conciſely demon ſtrated : 


Neceſſary to be perus'd, not only by all Preachers, 
but Magiſtrates, Jury-men, Lawyers, Evidences, 
Political Writers, Scholars, and all Gentlemen and 
Ladies, who would form an exact Idea of what is 
ſtrictly meant by. Writing or Speaking for or againſt 
the Government of a Free Nation: 


To which is prefixed, 


A Pathetic Sort ADDRESS to Rn. 
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To JURYMEN. 
GENTLEMEN, 


HE Office, Rights, and Character of Rational Preachers, 

are moſt Important, Eſtimable, and Divine: your 

own, your Families, and your Country's Security and Pri- 
vileges, Liberty and Property, Lives and Fortunes, are 
peculiarly involv'd and intereſted, in treating them with 
the utmoſt Candour and Equity; in not being byaſſed or 
turn'd againſt them by Hear-ſay, Prejudice, Scandal, Ma- 
lice, Ignorance, or any Siniſter or Lucrative Deſign. Hear 
them fairly, attend to their Principles, and let your invari- 
able Guide be the Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing 
but the Truth. They always had, and will have the 
greateſt Power of any Order of Men, to aſſert and advance 
the Dignity, Happineſs, and Perfection of Humane Nature; 
and of any Social or Civil Conſtitution, to heal its Wounds, 
and recover its Glory : They, of all Men, ought not to 
be Slaves to Immoral Politicians, Biſhops, ar Parties. Aſ- 
ſiſt and encourage them, and their Independence, Gentlemen, 
in their full and boldeſt Diſcharge of ſo Arduous and Sub- 
lime a Function; compar'd with which, the Liberty of the 
Preſs is no Natural Right, but in ſome Reſpects injurious ; 
their's is a Natural, Civil, and Divine Right in the higheſt 


Degree; the Bible, rationally apply'd, the Maxims and 


Grounds of Law, and, if Revelation be allow'd, MAGNA 
CHARTA, are their Sword of the Spirit, and Shield of 
Faith. Were you to be  influenc'd by Pique, Hope, Fear, 
or Fallacy, againſt a Preacher, to violate your Oath, as 
Jury-men, you would be ſo far from meriting of the Go- 
vernment, or promoting your own Advantage, that you would 
be the greateſt Enemies to both, by r and authoriſing 
all to treat both in the like manner, and forfeiting all future 
Right to Truth or Juſtice, Honeſty or Good-will, from any 
Man. Let no Ill-intention'd or Iniquitous Superiors, E- 
quals, or Inferiors, Friends or Foes, Judges, _ or 
Counſellors, by Intimidating, Cajoling, or Sophiſtical Ef- 
forts, erroneouſly incline you againſt them; and God, An- 
gels and Men, your Conſciences, and your Country will 
repay you ten thouſand fold into your Boſom. 
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St. Par UL'S TTrcatiticns 
and POIs - 


43- . 4 


Acts xxv. 7, 8. They laid many and grievous 
Complaints apainſt Paul, which they could 
not prove: While he anſwer'd for himſelf, 
Neither againſt the Law of the Jews, nei- 
ther aguinſt the Temple, nor yet againſt Cæ- 

far, have I offended any thing at all. 
E xXxvi. 1. Agrippa ſaid unto Paul, Thou art 


permitted to ſpeak for moſes ; then Paul 


ſtretched a5 the Hand, 1d anſwer” 4 for 
a 5 RN 1 
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N this laſt Verſe we | have. an: Au 
Action in publick Speaking and 
the Example of St. Paul : a Proof, it is not, 


S) - 


1ority for 


in itfelf, Theatrical; and that it may not 
only be us'd without Sin or Indecency, but with 


Propriety and Force. 
There never was an Inſtance of a leading Preacher, 


on a Religion that appear'd zew in the World, 


who did not meet with great Difficulties; and 
yet thoſe Difficulties prov'd of ſervice to his Re- 


ligion : St. Paul is a ſtrong Inſtance of this: He 


preach'd boldly, encreas'd in Strength; the Jews 
took counſel, laid wait, and watch'd the Gates 
Day and Night to kill him : his Enemies con- 
tradicted, and blaſphem'd, i. e. ſcandaliz d him, 
ſtir d up the ja and honourable Women, 
made a Party among the Ladies of Condition, who 
were of a different r and leamed Fes, 
an 


eaching, in 


2 St. Pavr's Treatment and Apology. 


and with the chief Men of the City, the People 
of the firſt Rank, the Magiſtrates, raiſed Per- 
ſecution againſt Paul and Barnabas, and expell'd 
them out of their Coaſts ; ſtir d up the Gentiles, 
and made their Minds evil-affected, diſaſtected to- 
wards the Bretliren ; for Men may be diſaffeted 
to one another; made an Aſſault, both with Gen- 
tiles and Fews, with their Rulers, to uſe them 
deſpitefully, and to ſtone them; and when the 
Maſters of Divination ſaw, that the Hope of their 
Gains was gone, by Paul's caſting out the Spirit 
of Soth ſaying, they eaught Paul and Silas, and 
drew chem unto the Rulers, had them before the 
Magiſtrate, ſaying, theſe Men being Jets, do ex- 
ceedingly trouble our City, and teach Cuſtoms, 
which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to 
obſerve, being Romans. 

But they miſtook, for they were. not Jews but 
Chriſtians ; then the Romans did not know the 
difference: Ignorance is often the Cauſe of Per- 
ſecution : and they put them in hold, after beating 
them openly uncondemn' d. 

Others, mov'd with Envy, took undd them cer- 
tain lewd Fellows of the baſer Sort, gather'd a 
Company, fer all the City in an Uproar, and aſ- 
ſaulted the Houſe of Jaſen. This is a Picture 


ſomething like what certain Perſons about this' City 


have acted and met with. 9 
They ſaid of Paul and Silas, that they turn'd 


the World upſide down ; laid the Diforder on them; 


they charg'd them wich doing contrary to the 


Decrees of Cæſar, Acts xvii. 7. ſaying, that there 


is another King, one Jeſus, and troubled the Peo- 


ple, and the Ruters repreſented them as 'Perſons 


diſaffected : And Acts xvii. 12. when Gallio was 
Deputy of Achaia, the Jews made Inſurrection 


with one accord againſt Paul, and brought him 
to the go an ; ſaying, this Fellow,” (which 


was 


St. Pavr's Treatment and Apology. - 2 


was more vulgar than - polite) perſuaded Men to 
worſhip God contrary to the Law: but Gallio 
ſaid, ver. 14. if it were a Matter of Wrong, or 
wicked Lewdneſs, O ye Fews, Reaſon would that 
I ſhould bear with you; but if it be a Queſtion 
of WorDs and Names, and of your Law, look 
ye to it, I will be no Judge of ſuch Matters: Had 
the Cauſe related to Property, Right or Wrong, 
or Civil Juſtice, Reaſon would that Gallis ſhould 
bear with them; but he would not judge of Worps 
or NAMES; or little Quibbles, Double-meanings, 
and Diſtinctions of their Laws, in which he was 
a. prudent Magiſtrate ; meer Werds were not wor- 
thy of his Notice or Proſecution, 

Farther, Pauls Enemies were handed. and 
ſpoke Evil of that way before the Multitude; there 
arole no ſmall ſtir about that way; Demetrius, 
the Silver- ſinith, who made Silver Shrines for Diana, 
brought no ſmall Gain to the Craftſmen, whom 
he call'd together, with the H/orkmen of like Oc- 


cupation, and ſaid, Sirs, ye know, that by this 


Craft we have our Wealth, and this Paul hath 
perſuaded and turned away much People, ſaying, 
that they be no Gods, which are made with Hands, 
by manual Art (or by Votes, often made by hold- 
ing up of Hands,) fo that not only this our Craft 
is in danger to be ſet at Nought, but alſo the 
Temple of the Great Goddeſs Diana to be deſpis'd, 
and her Magnificence deſtroy'd, whom all the 
World worſhipeth : when they heard thoſe Say- 
ings, they were full of Wrath, and cry'd, Great 
is Diana of the Epheſians, rais'd an Outery, 
that was ſufficient ; and the whole City was filled 
with Confuſion : ſome cry'd one thing, ſome ano- 
ther, for the Aſſembly. was confus'd, and the moſt 
part knew not wherefore they were come toge- 
ther; but the Town-Clerk appeas'd them, telling 
| _ they ought to be quiet, and do nothing 
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4 St. Paul's Treatment and Apology, 

raſhly : for theſe Men were neither Robbers of 
Churches, nor Blaſphemers of their Goddeſs, (tho? 
the Tranſlators ſeem to have forgot themſelves, 
when they call'd the Heathen Temples, Churches, 
for there were no other at that time) he added, 


they were in Danger of being call'd to Account 


for that Day's Uproar, there being no Cauſe where- 
by they might give an Account of it : they ought 
not to have made an Uproar, but have deter- 
min'd it in a lawful Aſſembly, where as the Rio 
they excited was an unlawful! Aſſembly, and therefore 
they muſt be condemn'd by the Law. 

Again, As xxi. 27, when the Jews ſaw Paul 
in the Temple, they ſtirred up the People, and 


laid hands on him, crying out, Men of 1/rael, help, 


this is the Man, that teacheth all Men every where 
againſt the People, and the Law, and this Place 
and they took Paul and went about to kill him, 
ſome cry'd one thing, ſome another, and they 
could not know the Certainty for the Tumult, 
the Multitude of the People follow'd after, cry- 
ing, away with him : one would think the Pub- 
lic Papers, Grubs, and Print-ſellers, had got the 


Orator among them ; for the Chief Captain ſaid 


to Paul, Art not thou that Egyptian (Paul was 


a Black Man) which before theſe Days madeſt an 
Uproar ? and leddeſt out into the Wilderneſs four 


thouſand Men that were Murderers ? 
This ſhew'd the Chief Captain's Miſtake : he 


was in @ Confuſion, it may be ſuppoſed, drew his 


Sword and flouriſh'd it, and perhaps, another Cap- 
tain join'd him, and a Lieutenant, who ſoon after 
bilk'd his Lodgings ; and another, who went to the 
Fleet, after he had robb'd the Cuſtom- houſe, and 


ſome, that ſhall. at preſent be nameleſs ; but they 


were all Evidences againſt Paul. 


Soon after the H1icn-PresT, Awinas, bade 


them ſmite him; Ananias was the greateſt Enemy 


of 


St. Paul“ s Treatment and Apology, 5 


of Paul, in that Order, he bade them puniſh him : 
but AFs xxiii. 7. there was a Diſſenſion among his 
Accuſers, and the Multitude was divided, and the 
Lord ſtood by him, and ſaid, Be of good chear 
Paul : but certain of the Jews banded together, 
and bound themſelves under a Curſe to deſtroy 
Paul; and they were more than forty, that made 
this Conſpiracy. 

Paul was call'd farther, a peſtilent Fellow, and 
a Mover of Sedition, and a Ringleader of the Sect 
of the Nazarenes: Paul reply'd, that he was not 
found raiſing up the People in any Place, nei- 


ther with Multitude, nor with Tumult, which was 


the Teſt of Sedition; at laſt Agrippa and Feſtus 
agreed that he had done Nothing worthy of Death, 


or of Bonds, or Imprifonment ; and at Rome, he 


taught in his Houſe, none forbidding him. 

It is eaſy to obſerve, in this Account of the 
rough Uſage of St. Paul, that the Manner of the 
Oppoſition ſet up againſt him, created more Clamour 
and Emotion than his Preaching tended to raiſe ; this 
drew others to attend to it, and by degrees, it 
form'd a Party that . ſpread through the World : 
his Enemies made it prevail, more than himſelf, 
humanly ſpeaking : he inſiſted, that he had nor 
offended againſt the Law, the Temple, nor Czſar, 


not againſt the State, the Church, nor the Court; 


that his Religion was built on the Law, under- 
taking to prove Chriſt the Meſſiab, from the Fewifh 
Law: ſo that the proper Method of dealing with 
St. Pau, Was, for the Jews to have prov'd the 
contrary, in as public a manner as he preach'd 
it: - inſtead of that fair equitable Method, they pur- 
ſu'd the Meaſures which Rage and Indiſcretion dic- 
tated, induc'd others to join Paul, who might 
not have thought of him, and aſſiſted themſelves, 
by proſecuting him, to eſtabliſh his Scheme. 


He 
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. 6 St. Paul's Treatment and Apology. 


He did not offend againſt the Temple, nor a 
| gainſt the public Eſtabliſhment of the High-Prieſt, 
Prieſts and Levitcs ; for ſome time, he attended 
the Temple, practis'd the Rite of Circumciſion, 
liv'd on his own Labour, and it was by ill Treat. 
ment, that he went to the Gentiles, which chiefly 
ſettled a Party to the Deſtruction of the Fews his 
Proſecutors. Nor did he offend againſt Ceſar ; 
he did not fet up any Temporal Authority : againſt 
the Court; he appeal'd to Cæſar; he did not 
preach Sedition, Treaſon, Rebellion, Blaſphemy, or 
ridiculing Religion; tho' he was for obeying God 
more than Men; claim'd his Civil Rights; ſaid, 
there were Gods many, tho* to us, but one God, 
(fer bis Enemies might take the former part of 
the Sentence without the latter) and he made uſe 
of Ridicule, Derifion, Irony, in his Epiſtles, and 
was all Things to all Men, to gain fome ; and 
quoted Heathen Writers, even one Play of Me— 
nander; while he taught that Evil Communication 
corrupts good Manners, a Sentence from the Thais 
of Menander ; or the — He was againſt 
that fools O Talking and Feſting, which are not Con- 
venient; therefore for ſuch as were Convenient; for 
he ſaid, I talk as a Fool, and was pleaſant, I be- 
feech you bear with me, &c. He was for obtain- 
ing Men Satisfaction to their Complaints, by Rea- 
fon, by Duty, rational Methods; not by Sedition. 
He required, Rom. xi. 1. the Aονπν,² = , rea- 
ſonable Divine Service, or ſerving God by the 
Exerciſe and Practice of Moral and Divine Wiſdom, 
which is the higheſt Reaſon, making our Souls 
and Bodies, as he ſpeaks, a living Sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable to God: He was for the improvement 
of all our Powers, having our Senſes exercis'd to 
diſcern Good and Evil; proving all Things, think- 
ing of whatever Things are true, as well as of good 
Report, and for. rejoicing ' in the Teſtimony of 
Conſcience. To 


TTY 


St. Pvar's Treatment and Apology. 7 
To go through all bis Moral and Divine Pre- 
epts will be impracticable in one Di ſcourſe. I 
will cloſe che preſent with this Remark ; that if 
St. Paul had been left to preach quietly, or teach 
5 his hir d Houſe without Inſults, violent Uſage, 
ng taken before Judgment- ſeats, and the like, 
lch ſpread his Doctrine, made him remarkable, 
and gave Numbers an Opportunity and a Call to 
receive Impreſſions that might otherwiſe have been 
loſt, it is highly probable, that his Deſign would 
not have taken Effect, ſo as that States and King- 
doms ſhould have been convuls'd by it. Had 
all the Magiſtrates been like Gallio, who cared for 
none of thoſe Things, it might have ſlept in Peace, 
or not have produc'd thoſe bad Conſequences, which 
aerwards . | 


Second Diſcourſe. 
GaLLio forbidding St. Paul's Proſecu- 
tion for Words, and an Anſwer to 


Allegarions 4 1n a Paper handed about 
Town. 


Acts XVIll. 14, 15. And when Gallio was De- 

puty of Achaia, ihe Jews made Infurre#icn 

with one accord againſt Paul, and brought 

him to the udgment- Scat, ſaying, This Fel- 

low perſuadeth Men to worſhip God contrary 

' to the Law; Gallio ſaid, if it were a Mat- 

ter of Wrong, or wicked Lewdneſs, Reaſen 

quould, that I ſhould bear with you, but if 

it be a Queſtion of Worns, I will be no 
Judge of ſuch Matters. 


in Preaching contrary to the Law, as at firft, 
Chriſtian Preaching —_ Was, Or was eſteem · d 


AU 757 was accus' d for the Liberty he took 


ro 


3 . Gatto forbidding St. Paul's 
to be: Gallio the Judge faid on that Occaſion, 


it it were a Matter of Wrong; Sc. if it was an 
OverT Acr of Ijuſtice, Seditian, or the like, 
in which the Property and real Intereſt of Men 
were concern'd, he would allow the Conteſt; but 
if it was of meer Words, Names, and Quirks of 
Law, he would not ſuffer the Proſecution. (See 
the former Diſcourſe, p. 3.) 1 

Copies of a MAanusSCRIPT Parts have lately 
been handed about Town containing looſe broken 
Sentences of various kinds, reported to be ſpoken 
by a Preacher from the Pulpit, charg'd with being 
Criminal in ſeveral Reſpects; that Preacher's An- 
fwer to the Charge has been drawn up, which, 
being in my Hands, and hard to be met with, 
ſhall be here deliver'd, marking the Word Preacher 
by the Letter P. fo that when P. is mention'd it 
means that Preacher. Thoſe Sentences may pro- 
py be diſtributed under theſe Heads; 


I. Religion, the Reformation, and Biſhops, the 
Trinity, Blaſphemy, and offending God. 

II. Britiſh Hiſtory, Revolution, Scotch Stuarts, 
Rebels, and the Great Hereditary Right. 

III. Foreign Hiſtory. The Words charg'd in 


this Manuſcript; ſhall be produc'd, then the Reply. 


I. In Religion; that the Roman Catholic Reli- 
gion was preferable to the Proteſtants; that the 
Proteſtants agreed to damn the Roman Catho- 
licks, that ho Roman Catholicks in return damn'd 
the Proteſtants ; and the Churches were all damn'd. 
The Words were, that Popery was juſtify'd by 
Proteſtants, they held Popiſh Principles, Tradi- 
tion and Church-Authority of Divine Right: and 
that Churches were damn'd, and condemn'd by 
one another, in their Anathemas, and contrary 
Tenets. 

2. It 


Praſccution for Morde. 9 


It was charged that P. caſ Reflections on the 
. on this, u Words being produced, 
no. Anſwer is neceſſary: P. affirmed, Sl Hiſtory 
aid, there were ſome Faults in the Management of 
the Reformation; and that ic ought to have re- 


Authority, that being Popery, to the Religion of 
_ Reaſon, in order to be conſiſtent. 
It is charged, that P. in his Prayer, Be- 
f Srched, that God- would relieve the diſtreſſed 
People of Scotland and Ireland, and implored the 
6 1 Vengence on their Adverſaries. Anſwer, 
P. took his Prayer from the Bible, the Pſalms and 
Lamentations ; pray'd for diſtreſſed People every 
where, as well as in England and Ireland, and 
pray'd againſt their Enemies, as the Church does in 
the Prayer on War and Tumults, and the Thankſ- 
giving for Peace at Home. 

4. P. was charged with reflecting on the Biſhops 
of Saliſbury and Lade, and the Archbiſhops of 
Canterbury and York ; that he oppoſed the Doctrine 
of the Trinity, and wanted to give the Church a 
thorough Purging ; but no Words being alledg'd, 
it requires no Anſwer. P. never reflected Perſo- 


Principles and Sermons, and compar'd ſome Parts 
of their Condu& with their ' own Statutes and Ca- 
nons, v. g. a Biſhop's miſinterpreting a Text, aſ- 
ſuming an uncanonical Habit, and not reading 
Magna Charta in Churches, Sc. P. was againſt 
hiſton, only ſaid of the Trinity, that the Vouch- 
ers of it were Catholic Fathers and Councils, that 
biſton, Cc. were bound to be Papiſts by che Fa- 
chers they appeal d to, and that none but 0 atholics 
Lan conſiſtentiy defend that or any Point of Reveal'd 
Traditional Religion, as fuch; an Article firſt aſ- 
| l Ld the er of the Coup de Grace, in his 

ane ad Nur Diſcourſes, 
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formed from the Religion of Tradition and Church 


nally. on thoſe or any Biſhops, but controverted their 
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been the Conſtrudtion ſuch Words Dart have:bee 


10 Gattro forbidding ON "Pais 


Diſcourſes, 3 in the Preface to that ' Pamphlet, ty 
which. he appea 


is ar fried Pom the Confe fron of Sins in the 


Common. Prayer- Boot, in which the Church declares, 


there 1g no Health in them, and the uſe of the Words, 


urifying, purging, and cleanfing in Seripture, us 
i thoſe of no ſoundneſs from Head to Foox in 


Iſaiab, that a thorough Purge to the Church, if under 
ſuch Circumſtances, would be very wholſome. © 

g. P. was charged with blaſphemous Words, thus; 
That God was born in Hanover, brought over to 
England, naturalis'd a Proteſtant, and ſo the pre- 


© ſent Royal Family came over. This was atteſt- 


ed by one who was drunk when he heard him, and 
who, upon Oath charged P. with ridiculing the 


Curt. if GrrMans when he ſpoke of the Court of 


St. Gznmains in France, where King James reſid- 
ed, deſcribing a Part of that Hiſtory ; 85 which, he 
was unqualified to be an Evidence. Had thoſe 
Words been ſpoken, and call'd Bla/phemons, it 
ought to have been alledged, that they were Bl As- 
PHEMODS AGAINST Gop, to have made them Blaſ- 
phemy in the Senſe of the Accuſation ; for by Scrip- 


tute chere is Blaſphemy againſt Man as well as God, 


that is, Curing, Reviling, and malitious contume- 
lious Reproach: without which, againſt God himſelf, 
no Words are Blaſphemy, nor are Words attribut- 


ing the Parts, Actions, Paſſions  and*Accidents of 


Men to God, Hlaſphemy; the Bible is full of ſuch Ex- 
amples ; as 1n Scripture, God's Deceiving, his breach 
of Promiſe, &c. Princes, or Magi rates, Angels, 
and others, bemg call'd Gods in ture, ſuch 
Words might, if ſpoken, have admitted an Inter- 
pretation of them, becauſe doubtful Words in ſuch 


_ Inftances otight to be interpreted in the better Senſe; 
thus one, to whom. the 2 ppellation is given in the 


Bible of a God, was born, and ſo on, 155 have 
"4 conſtru 


988 n 229 vs 35. 
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* Scots Hiſtorians ws CERA them, as having 


Proſecution for Words. 11 


conſtru'd a Fed to Hanover and the Royal 
Family, that a Seripture Nominal Gad was born 


there; they are not in the leaſt diſhonourable in the 


worſt light to God himſelf, becauſe the like Words 


are uſed of God in the Bible; the Deity, who was 


term'd our God, among the Fews, was made peculiar- 
ly theirs, as it were NATURALIS'D to be their King 


and CRY God by Covenant. 


But the Words were not Fee 5 it was a grofs 


h Falſhood z it was under the Head of Naturali/ing 
Foreign Proteftants ; after P. had ſaid, ** that ſince 


© all were fond to make Heaven, Religion, and Pro- 
© vidence of their Party and Intereſt, as appear'd 
0 in the Sermons of Divines of all Perſuaſions, they 

might as decently go ſomething further, and ſay, 
a Lo. all Goodneſs was born abroad and brought to 


_ * .Weſtminſter, to be naturalis'd a taunch Proteſtant, 
J and a true Hanoverian; not a Word was ſaid of 


the preſent Royal Family. 


6. P. was charged with Expreſſions offenſive to 


God, but the Fords not being ſpecify'd, no An- 
ſwer is requiſite : People of different Religions fami- 
liarly accuſe one another of Words offenſive to Gad, 
Blaſphemy, Sedition, Indecency, and what not? 
And if a Preacher can juſtify his Liberty and Lan- 
guage by Right Reaſon and the Bible, which a- 
bounds with Words, that ſome might arraign of all 
the Faults, and more, that are imputed to P, there 
is nothing Criminal: So much for the FIST Heap, 


Words relating to Religion, Reformation, Biſpops, 


Blaſobeny, and offending God. 
The Szcond is from Britiſh Hiſtory, the Revo- 


| lution, and the Scots, Stuarts, and Rebels, &c. no 


Words are particularis'd about the Revolution; there- 


fore no Reply is needful ; P. was charg'd with af- 


firming, that the E vliſh had been faithleſs and 
cruel to the Scots : P. aſſerted, that Pu ffendorf and 


been 


— 


1 

5 
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that ſome us'd that Language; but he ſuppos'd the 
Truth was, that ſome of the Soldiers: "Were Butchers 


* ov, Cd 


3 Galrro ſerbidung St. Paul's 


been, under King Edward I. and other ſucceeding © 1 
Reigns, down to that of Queen Elizabeth, in many it 
Inſtances; cruel and faithleſs to the Scots; P. was « *; 
accusꝰd of vindicating the Character of Lord Lovat; « 2 
but no Words are produc'd ; he did not vindicate « t 
his political 1 but ſome, Parts of private « 2 
Life: P. on oecaſion of two new Pamphlets on «| 
Lord Lovat's Hiſtory, - (part of his Undertaking be- 6's 
ing to criticiſe on Books for Improvement, which by tol 
his Principles is Edification) enquir'd, whether in W. 
his private Character, he was, according co thoſe to 
Pamphlets, fo culpable, as he Was deſerib'd ** of 
N Writers. nge 
. as accuſed of 1 intimatäng, car * Unide of iy 
Ene land and Scotland was obtained by Bribery; P. « t 
achrm'd, that the Adverſaries of the Union were | UE 
related by Lockhart of Carmwarth and others, to 4 
ſpeale in that manner; but he reply*d, that what 2 


they called Bribery, was an Eguivalent for the Loſs 
of Darien and other Diſadvantages; P. was charg' d 
with calling it a Butebery at Culloden; P. affirm'd, 


by © Profeſſion. It was objected to P. that he 
deſeribed the Stuart's Family as Men of Courage and 
Juſtice. P. alledg'd, that the Stuarts were com- 
mended by their Friends for Inſtances of Courngs 
and Juſtice, 

P. was accus'd of ſaying, that were the Ghoſts 


we thoſe Worthies who were made Martyrs at Ken- a 
nington- Common, to appear to our Army with their pre 
Captain-General at the Head of them, they would La 
turn their Backs, and ground their Arms, as they 5. 


did at Fontenoy; P's. Words were; * that if Nuit 
Troops were to be drawn up on Kennington-Com- | 
mon, and two Ghoſts of thoſe who dy'd there, 

© and were call'd Worthies and Martyrs by. their 
Friends, were to appear before them, they would 
+ retreat 


Proſecution for Wards... 1 3 


© retreat with leſs Order than they did at Fontenoy 
it was a Cavil againſt P. that he extolb'd Blood 
and Bradſhato, two of the Rebels lately executed; 
and prais*d Blyde a Rebel executed; ſaid, that all 
the Rebels were uſed with Hardſhip and Cruelty, 
and call d them Martyrs frequently ; and that Mr. 
* Ratcliffe was not prov'd to be the identical Perſon 
aim'd at: No Words are quoted in which he ex- 
toll'd Bradſbaco and Blyde; for as for BLoop, there 
was No sven a Max, which alone is ſufficient 
10 quaſh any Information; P. ſpoke of the Friends 
of the Rebels ſtyling them Martyrs, and complain- 
ing, that ſome were uſed with Hardſhip and Cruel- 
ty; but added, Perhaps they thougnt the Execu- 
tion ol the Law, in their Caſe, might be Hardſhip 
and Cruelty; P. affirm'd, © they might be truer 
* Martyrs than ſome of Fox's Martyrs, who were 
alive after they were executed by the Hiſtorian,” 
P. was charged with averring * That Mr. Rat- 
© cliffe was not proved to be the identical Perſon 1 
aim'd at ;* . ſaid, that ſome maintain'd, that b | 
* Mr, Ratcliffe was not himſelf, if ſo, they made "va 
him uot the ſame Perſon." P. was accuſed of fay- 
ing, that the late Lord Balmerino dy'd Great and | 
Godlike, and like a Martyr. P's. Words were, that " - 
t was the Opinion of the Gentlemen of that Side of 9 
the Queſtion, that according to his 3 and 8 4 
Perſuaſion; the late Lord, SS. 4 i 
It was one Imputation on P. that he held it — 
* unlawful to take away Hereditary Right'. P. ex- 
my quoted Sir Thomas Craig, the famous Scotch 
Lawyer, his remarkable Book on the Succeſſion to a It 
that: Kingdom, affirming in the Caſe there diſcuſſed « "3. 
with Doleman or Parſons the Jeſuit, thats it Was, 5 
in Craig's Words quoted, unlawful to take away 
* Hereditary Right, in Craig's Opinion r but P. 
added, that this was alter'd by ſubſequent Laws. 
P. was 


and finding it related there, that Lord Lovat wa 


the Pretender, then che Secret Committee was all 


| in his whole Diſcourſe ; nor the Duke. 


— — Le * 


8 = ſent an Embaſſy to the States of Ho/lzn 
thought Dull and Phlegmatic, we ſhould make 


* GaLLto forbidding St. Paul's 
was accuſed. of ſaying, that che Lord Bo- 


| * Arne never had à Deſign to bring | in the Pre- 


tender; and that the Secret Committee of Pulte- 
5 1% was nothing but Smoke. P. remarking on 
the Pamphlet intiuled, Memoirs of Lord Lovat; 


unſucceſsful in his Tranſactions between the Court 
of St. Germains and Queen Annes laſt Miniſtry, in- 

ferr'd, that if it appear*d, from that Circumſtance, 
that Lord Bolingbroke had not a Defign to bring in 


Smoak..., | 
P. never mentiooed his 3 or imply d him 


P. was charged with ſaying, that the preſent 
Naturalization Bill included ſeveral Foreigners, 


and that they would be brought in to eat up the 
Natives, which was very unnatural, and his M— 


© was. by that made Pope of the Proteſtants.“ P's 


Ways were, that the Naturalization Bill now de- 


© pending, included ſo many Foreigners, that if their 
Means of Suſtenance did. not equal the Number 
* of Hands, they might eat up the Natives, which 
* would be unnatural; and that it would be Politic 
to have a Pope of the Proteſtants, an Idea which 
< the Law favours, by elan Papal Power to the 


| Crown. 


1 D 859 ying, * Ae wore abort 


an Embaſſy to:thoſe Dull, and Phlegmatic People 


the States of Holland; and that we were making 

uſe of an Ambaſſador. as Dull and Phlegmatic as 
© theinlebves, Mr. Broadbottom, who moved as hea- 
vy as themſclyes. P's. Words were, that when 


« uſe of an PIs. * nde, on thei 
3 111 4 18 


Thi 
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| Proſecution of Wards. ts 
This was pretended to mean the Dvxe; which 
was an abſylute Falſhood; the Words were not ap- 
plicable to His Royal Highneſs, Who is of an active 
Genius and lively Capacity: Expeditious in his 
Enterprizes àgainſt France, and Leads for che 
Intereſt of the Prince of Orange,” which was then 
uUNLIKE' the Dureh; neither was the Dux an 
Ambaſſador,” or ſo call'd. This was an Iunuendo, 
a Meaning made by Informer like the reſt; it 
was their own Fiction, what they would have the 
Preacher to have deliver*d';” it was their Malice, and 
Invention flowing from it; which gave an il Turn 
and Tincture to every Part of the Diſcourles, and 
made them report it fuitaBly ro their Scheme; there- 
fore, originally, made them no Evidences, but falſe 
Aecuſers,  Revilers, and TJhars; they came to re- 
t all according to their Prejudice and Deſign; 
all ſeem'd infected to the Infected; all yellow to che 
Jaundie'd Eye. P. meant, that to the Dutchſhould 
be appointed a Dutchman to be a natural Amunbaſſa- 
dor for them; Broadbottom meant that they take in 
all People and Intereſts, as Amſterdam does all Reli- 
gions; as ſuch Dull and Phlegmatic Informers have 
their Broadbottoms, are Extinguiſhers of Common 
1} -Senſe and Common Honeſty, with broad Conſciences 
eff and narrow Underſtandings., 


_. Farther, P. on the ſame Head, was charged with | 
of faying, *:1har this Ambaffador would purchaſe 2 1 
e Treaty at the Expence of ten Millions of Brite if 
of * Money, which is two Millions ſhort of what the — 
Nation is worth. P's Words were, that füch = 
an Ambaſlidor might, if;that was the Caſe, ali 
* ly purchaſe a Treaty at the Expence of ten Mil- | 
© lions'of "Britiſh Money; which: is computed .two . 
J Milions fort of what the Nation is worth in cur- . © |] 
rent Specie. TO ha 7 


Tuts was intended to intimate; chat the! Dugrh 
might devour. our Money, and give us back as liftle 
as poſſible in return. V4” 


—— 


16 Liberty of Preaching, 

Laſtly, In this Manuſcript P. is is reported to 
have aid, that we bad guarranteed the Silęſias 

to the Empreſs- Queen, that ſhe had now Money 
in Abundance, and chat the Hanover White- 
Hor ſe carry'd it over in Plenty to her. 
Here they nick d it, a Horſe being moſt Proper 
tor Sen- Carriage; they made a Sea-Horſe of him; 
they miſtook this for the Wbite- Har ſe of Naples 
turning Carrier to Florence, after he had been ſent 
to Rome, for a Pau-: Nag; but the Truth Was, that 
2 Prelate, who inſpir d them, was vx RORS' Db. 


Theſe - Sermon-Trappers have not quoted one 


Turn a Wit, or Connected Senſe or Reaſon, as 
they n from all the Diſcourſes:; perhaps; they 
there was none to quote; I believe they 
did, 15 they thought at all; for Reaſon, Senſe and 
Wit would be ms; Fam, if they Pronounced 
them:ſuch. 
They have not eren pilfer'd them. neat, as ſome 


did. the Cuftom-houſe, for their own Benefit; or as 


one after he had run away in Debt, having a Watch 
put into his Hands, inſtead of mending the } Watch, 

made it do to the Pawn-Brokers, and fled, for 
bon MO 08 to a rn Regiment, x 


. j . 

* . 
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Third Diſcourle, 28 


A- Proteſtant Diſſenter's Liberty, * 


Preaching in his own way, aſſerted; 
and purſuing the Anſwer to Allega- 
tions in the former Diſcourſe. 


N 1. — xx. TH Let not the King. W any 


hing t bis Servant, ner to all, 5 Haut of 
my Fatber. 
E18, and the other Diſcourſes in this Col- 


- Þ '-letion, are 1 on eee of a 


VII . Cake 
9 2 * 
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BM Liberty of Proibing, „ 
Caſe of this Kind, if not Fact, be they. an Allegory 


of what might or may happen. 

MWe find in this Chapter, that Doeg the Edomite 
was an Informer againſt che Prieſt Abimelech ; and 
this was his . Anſwer ; doubtleſs, the Chatge a- 
gainſt him was, that be intended to ſow Sedition 
ie in the Minds of bis Majeſty's Subjects, to alien- 
ate them from their Duties and Allegiance, and to 
ſtir up Rebellion; with other heads 7 Accuſation, 
which might correſpond with thoſe of the Manu- 
ſeript Paper aforeſaid, or be eg artfully to in- 
flame the Charge: 


The firſt Rule! is, when general Terms are us'd 


in accuſing any Man, there "muſt be ſome Teſt, or 
Standard of Thinking, to make them intelligible and 
efficacious, in that Inſtance. For Inſtance : The 
general Terms of Seditious Words, or tending to 
alienate the Aﬀections of Subjects from rheir Duty 
and Allegiance, muſt be reduc'd to ſome determi- 
nate Meaning. The Affections of Subjects, Sc. 
muſt have ſome Rule, they are not Vague and Inde- 


finite. That Rule muſt be the Law, which ought to 
be produc'd: Sin is the tranſgreſſion of the Law, 
and if there be no Law quoted, which the Party of- 


fends, there is no Tranſgreſſion ; the People, and 


every Man, ought to be told by the Statute Law, 
or ſome plain Rule they can come at, what that Ali- 


enation is, or what is Sedition. While it is left at 
large, to be interpreted and apply'd by the Law- 
yers, the Jury, or any Men: The Law, if it is not 
certainly promulg” d, is, therefore, of.uo Obligation, 


and the Party is guilty of no Crime. The moſt ob- 
vious Touch-ſtone is Slahder, Breach of the Peace, 
and Unlawful Refiſtance by force of Arms, or In- 


citements to it; but thereis not one Sentence in all 
the Manuſcript that is handed about, which ſuggeſts 
any of them, fairly conſider d and compar*d with 


what went before 2 follow*d. Not one Slanderous: 
D 


They 


They Her of 13 1 
"Thar the. — 5% Hab BEEN cruel and. 4 fave; 


is the Scots, but now ak Nor: Or, When THEY 
were the like to THEM; that Lord B. had no De- 


ſigu to bring in the Pretender at the Inſtance of 


Lord Lovat; therefore acted right, and the Secret 


Committee was Smoke, the Fire being over; that 


the Stuarts were Men of Courage and. Juſtice, 
fometimes, or as far as related to out Royal Fami- 
if. for there ought, to be Ianuepndo' $ allow*d' to a 

bod, as well as a Bad Mearüng; That is was un- 
lawful to take away Hereditary Right, but 1s now 
otherways z ; that a Godlike Prince (or, as the Text 
has it, as a, Gop to Pharoah) was. born in Han- 
over; that Popery was better than Proteſtancy, to 
ſuch as love fat Biſhopricks here, or better ou? than 
in, or to the ſame purpoſes ; that theEmpreſs had Mo. 
ney from us becauſe ſhe deſery*d it; that England 
wants a fit Embaſſador to the Dutch, becauſe it has 
no- body like them; that he, who- could, by De- 


ſign, be as dull and phlegmatic as they are, would 


be the moſt dextrous Manager to outwit them; 
that it would be better to give them Ten Millions, 


than to loſe Holland to France; that few Soldiers 
| believe or fear Ghoſts, and therefore, would not be 
cbncern'd about the Manner of retreating from them; A 


that the Preacher, extolbd Blyde and Bradſhaw, as 


they were AR bag and for that Reaſon; that tie 


Butthery at Culladen was after the Fight, upon the 
Cattle, to refreſh 3 that Mr Ratcliffe wa snot the 


Man, being ſaid, not to have Reaſon ; that Lord 


Lovat might be Vindicated, for his Letter to the 


Court, to defend himſelf; that our Union and cloſe 


| Adberence to the Empreſs is juſt, and the Horſe 


carry'd her fafely from Banger; that Foreign Pro. 
tifants ſhould be Naturaliſed to ſupply thoſe who 
bad e, emf I and this Political Po- 
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pery was right; that the Union of England a6 
Scotland was by the ſame Bribery as that of Matri- 


monry,” for which the Foyner demands bis Fre; that 
the Rebels were uſed with Hardſhip by themſelves, 


as it is faid We Man is ſometimes cruel to his own 


Fleſh, and Martyrs to Folly ; that the Reformation 
and Revolution were faulty to' ſueh às would en- 


dure the Amendment of their Faults; that the di- 


ſtreſsd People of Scotland and Ireland were Objects 
of Charity, and to be pray d for, and; if good Peo- 
ple, Vengeance on their Adverſaries might be im- 
plor d; that Lord Balmerino was to be highly 
commended for ſetting a Pattern to others, to die 
like him; that 750 Biſhops deſerv'd to be refleted 
upon, becauſe they were too Good for this wicked 
World; and the Church ought to be purg'd to pre- 
ſerve her from ill Humours, witheut Blemiſh; for 
the Soul's Health ; that there could be no Selbtion, 
Treaſon, Rebellion, nor Alienation of AﬀeFions from 
the KI Nc, in thoſe Diſcourſes, becauſe the Hearers 
were all ejther Courtiers, Jacobites, or I. ndifferents ; Z 
the #99 latter had no Affettions to alienate, and the 
former had their Affections rather encreas d than Teſ- 
ſen'd, for they own'd, they rather hated; pity d, or 
deſpis*d the Preacher the more, for his ſpeaking in 
that Manner, conſequently lik*d his Majeſty beiter, 


and it elevated their Zeal for the Government to that 


Degree, that they grew Military, like Alexander to 
the Muſician Timotheus; took it to be the Second 


Part of the” Battle at Culladen, in 4 Tranſport of. 


Loyalty broke the Peace and their Swords too: re- 
commended and approv'd themſelves more % the 


Court; one got a- new Sword of Ten Guineas | 


Price, to reward his Heroic Gallantry, beſides 72 
fon Charges; another was Preſented to à Living: 


and the reſt are in hopes of riſing to a better state oh 


So that they are all obliged to the Preacher, for 
this Fouch-flone of Love and Duty; as well as the 
D 2 Occaſion 
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Occaſion of it, and ought to recompenſe Him for 
the Benefit and Honour by which, they may make 
Converts to their Cauſe : If the Sentences in the 
Manuſcript be turn'd the other Way, they were 
miſunderſtood, and the Sin was in the Hearers, not 
in the Preacher, If they ſtirrꝰd up Sedition or Re- 
bellion, it was of thoſe who tcok Arms in a Con- 
gregation on ſuch an Occaſion, not againſt; but, az 
they faid, for the Government, were CasT for it, 
and Paov' p falſe Evidences. They broke the 
Laws, to keep up the State; were Wrong-heads'in 
Politicks, inverted them, to make a newRevolytian, 
ſtanding on its Head, with the Rump uppermoſt ; 
therefore, if they were wrong, the Diſcourſes were 
right; they were not Seditious, not tending to a Se- 
paration from the State, but for a truer Union with 
the State; for the KinG, as KINc, is ſuppos'd to 
do no Wrong againſt thoſe who would repreſent him 
Otherwiſe :| The higheſt Inſult on Majeſty : As if 
it was to be maintain d by ſubverting it: 
Sellition is a Crime not defin'd by the Law; but one 
Tdea of it, as tending to break Allegiance, ſeems to 
doch 5 it: Allegiance cannot be violated, but by a 


Breacb of Law, and whoever Speaks on ſuch Mat- 


tere, as are look'd upon to be Public Grievances, 
in order to obtain the Redreſs of them by Reaſon, as 
a Rationaliſt, cannot poſſibly be a Feditioniſt, who 
_ endeavours the point by Force of Arms; tho Biſhop 
Hoadly is for Meaſures and- Degrees of Refiſtznce, 
by ſpeaking for Meaſures of Obedience; ſo that a 
Subject of England, by his Syſtem, (for which he was 
Thank'd by the Houſe of Commons) muſt always 
be, in ſome Meaſure and Degree, Seditious, becauſe 
Obedience is by Meaſure proportioned to the Duty of 
the Civil Magiſtrate, who, not being infallible, muſt, 
in ſome Affairs, be liable to err, and juſtify the like 
Meaſure of Sedition; and the Office of a King or 
Government is a Political Gharafter ; when wrong, 
as 


— 
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a ſych, they are Private Men: So that he who 
ſpeaks upon them, as wrong, does not ſpeat upon 
King or Government, but on Private Perſons, like 
himſelf, and never can be guilty of Sedition; ſpeak: 
ing and acting differ; Words and Names, in the 


Text, are not Marr att of Wrong and wicked 


Lewaneſs , an Elector or one intereſted, may ſpeak 


of the Management of his Truſtee, and a Preacher 


has much more Right than the Preſs, by which the 
greateſt Men have convey'd their freeſt Sentiments 
on the moſt arduous Points of Publick Conduct. 
Nor is any Sentence, in this Mannuſcript, Trea- 
ſonable. Treaſon, in our Law, is Imagining or Com- 
paſſing the King's Death, by ſome Overt Act, 
which, if there be Words, muſt be joyn'd with them 
ſpeaking, not on the Perſon of the King, or his Title, 
but on diſtant Circumſtances; never can be Treaſon, 
nor Treaſonable ; nor Rebellious, becauſe no In- 
citement to Force of Arms: The Informers were 
the Rebels that us'd it. Nor offenſive to God, who 
allows every Man the Privilege of his Reaſon and 
Religion, and is ſuppos'd to have given the Bible 
as a Rule of Thinking and Speaking; ſo that he 
who correſponds with that, in his Style, cannot be 
offenſive to God: Nor to the King, if he is men- 
tioned or imply'd, in his Private Capacity: Nor to 
good Manners, if the Scripture Authorites the Ex- 
preſſion; Elijab to Abab, Chriſt to Herod, Paul 
to E/ymas the Sorcerer, the Prophets to Princes, in 
the Old Teſtament, made Uſe: of Language, which 
might be thought to border on Manners not the 


moſt Civil. A Preacher is bound ſometimes' to be 


Plain and Blunt; Paul ſaid beware of Dogs; a 
Falſe Accu ſer is call d the Devil. Woe to you Pha- 


rifees and 1 faid heh And, Tell Herod, { 


that Fox; - 
There were no — in the Diſcodirſis; reflect 


_ on any Bo iy of Men; * Controverly is no Re- 
flection: 


* 


1 
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flection: nor any Ridiculing Religion; to deſpiſe, 
rebuke, reprove, the Follies and Vices of Men, 
in Deriſion, in Irony, in a Religious Diſcourſe, is bu 
uot to deride or ridicule Religion; Nature, Reaſon, | 
Scripture, and Examples juſtify it; quoting Texts 
of Scripture to deride Folly, is not ridiculing the 
Scripture itſelf; nor are Words Iudecent, Unfit, or 
Vnbecoming, which ſuit the juſt Principles, the Re- 
ligion of the Preacher, and are warranted by the 
like in the Bible, which abounds with Language 
that might, in our Modern Times, be liable to the 
Charge of Indecency; light, low Terms, trivial, 
and ungraceful. 

It was aſked, Way the Preacher ſpoke of this 
| or that Subject? It was anſwer'd; from his Rehgi- 
on, Conformity to the Divine Attributes, one of 
which is Omni ſcience, whereof all Things, and Re- 
lations of them, are the Objects; He who can 
think and ſpeak the moſt Reaſonably, Ingeniouſly, 
andLearnedly, on the moſt Subjects, is moſtlike God; 
moſt Knowing; Univerſal Wit, is the neareſt Quali- 
ty to the Attribute of Omniſcience in God, becauſe 
it collects and compares all Ideas in the moſt ready 
and intuitive Manner. All Subjects are under the 
ſway of Divine Providence, are in the Scripture, 
from the higheſt to the loweſt: The Scripture is 
nothing: but a Syſtem. of Politicks, including all 
Characters, Profeſſions, and Objects; Politicks are 
Society, Government, under God and Man, Moſes, 
the Judges, the Kings, and Cæſar, in the Old and 
New Teſtament; the Relative Duties are Political; 
cular and profane Subjects occur every where in 
the Bible; it is a Miſcellany of every Thing. 

It was objected, hen the Preacher wind und his 

Diſcourſe by Texts of Scripture, that ha perverted: 
all to his wicked Purpoſes ; but his Purpoſe: was 
known: only by his Words and Actions; his Prin- 
A were. * his Words and Action not _ — 

able; 
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able; he had a Right to apply Texts of- Scripture 
in his Defence, equally with Others, and his appli- 
2 7 of them ought to have been confuted, not a- 
bus 
It was FF at cavill'd, that what he Fe ES) 
Preaching, was under the Pretence of 3 : 
But this may. be an equal Exception to all Preachers, 
in all Profeſſions. He had a Right, in a Free Pro- 
teſtant Country, to maintain the Liberty of his Con- 
ſcience and Religion, on the Tame Foot with Others, 
eſpecially as he ſubmitted his Profeſſion to publick 
Inquiry, and was ready to renounce an Error or 
Fault that was fairly N which is the modef 
was Fl no. Man, willing to give up a Miſtake, 
Impropriety, when duly convinc'd, can juſtly be 
5 upudent : They are obnoxious to that Ap- 
pellation, who. perſiſt in either, unreclaim'd; and 
none more, than they, who are the moſt addicted to 
the Uſe of the Epitbet, without ſenſe of Shame at 
their oyn want of Judgment and Civilit - 
As to Preachers, what might be thought indecent. 
in one, would be decent in another. A Catvinif- 
Preacher, a Church Divine, or the like, have their. 
Principles, their Decorum An Orator is eſſentially 
more Free, for Rhetoric is ſpeakiog on all Subjects, 


occaſionally, in all Shapes, ſerious or entertaining. 


grave or caſant; they may not make Uſe of Ridi- 
cule, or. e Matters, in Diſcourſe, becauſe it is 


not their ſtem, nor Practice; it would not be 


| NY by their Feople: But if any Man of 2 dif- 
ferent. . Principle, hears, an Orator, he is to conſider 


him as ſuch, his Diſcourſes are more unlimited, and 


the Hearer, i not to be ſhock'd at his uſing all the 
Figures of Rhetoric, Modes. of Argument, Queſti- 

ons, Themes, and Topicks, in the Univerſe; as 
the Points: the Lime, or Circumſtance demands, 
or his n dictates. 
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© Every Man has a Right to Oratory within his 
Property; the commanding or allowing ſet Places 
of Religious Aſſembly is, indeed, claimed by the 
State, or the Church incorporated with the State, if 
all Countries; but every Man is entitled, naturally, 
to the Privilege of Speaking, or of Oratory, on his 
own Terms, in his own Habitation; and no Go- 
vernment can, equitably obſtruct him; the Claim- 
ants, by-reveal'd Religions of every Kind, from the 
Pagan Times till now, challenge an Authority to 
appoint and limit Places of Aſſembly, from God: 

The Family-Privilege of a Speaker is from God, the 
Author of Fuſtice and Property, as well as Natural 
and Civil Right; the Compact of Men, affociated 
in Civil Government, extends, in itſelf, no farther 
than Civil Sanctions; Public Political Religion'1 is to 
be conſidered only that the Community may receive 


no detriment, and be morally ſecur'd; for there 


would be no End of the Pretenſions of every Species 
of Religion to be the State-Religion, or of one more 
than another: Moral Religion is that of God, be- 
ing the Imitation of his Attributes, the Height of 
all Religion ; and by Moral Religion, every Man 
may be an Orator in his own Habitation, or Pro- 
perty 3 to puniſh him for it, would be Inguiſition, 
_ Popery ; He has Authority ro diſſent from, and 
proteſt againſt, any oTHER, tho' he bean Emezr- 
OR, Who ſhall tell him, <what be is, or is not to 
preach, or in what Manner: If once that Reſtraint 
be laid, which even the Papiſts do not lay on their 
Prieſts and Monks, there is no Proteſtancy, no Re- 
ligious Liberty to a Preacher : He is to rebuke all 
Vice, boldly, in all Ranks of Men, unmoleſted. 


Julius Cæ ſar endeavour'd to make thoſe his own 


by gentle Metliods, who cenſur'd his Actions: So 
did Auguſtus : The late King Lewis the Great, of 
France, would have conferr'd.the Higheſt Honours 

3 | on 
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on F. Bourdaloue, the famous Jeſuit Preacher, who 


teprov'd the Court- Sins in his Preſence: King 
Charles II. behav'd in the ſame generous Manner 


to Biſhop Kenn, when his Majeſty (tho rs 


given up to Pleaſure) made him Biſhop, 

obſerving his Piety: The late Earls of Orford 
and of Wilmington allow'd to a Preacher the ut- 
moſt Liberty in the Pulpit: The Lord Townſhend; 
Secretary of State, did the like, though attempted 
to be hinder'd by a Prelate of the Church, on an 
Eccleſiaſtical Occaſion ; the Earls of Granville and 
Harrington permitted the ſame : Sir Jobn Gosſon 
refus'd to take any Informations againſt one; on 


one Occaſion, particularly, when above Eighteen 


Seals were brought in a Warrant to him, that 


wanted his Signing it to fill the Whole: Sir Thomas | 


De Veil frequently repell'd Informations of this 
Kind: All theſe thought it below them to take 
notice of one ih the Profeſſion of a Religious 
Rhetorician in this Kingdom, for uſing his pro- 
per Liberty, as ſuch, as an Engliſoman, and the 
ONLY PROTESTANT who not admitting Tradition 
and Church-Authority, is not bound to be a Papiſt, 
and therefore is the only Gu ARD to the Proteſtant 
Eſtabliſnment; againſt Sedition, Rebellion, and o. 
ther Attacks. 


As this has been ſo often publiſh'd, it was  aſto- 


niſning, if any Low Confederacy of young, raw, 


unthinking Hot-ſpurs ſhould pretend they ever were 


Commiſſioned and Ordained to reform any Preacher, 
by mobbing and rioting, by Sword and Piſtol; by 
Affidavits and Indictments, make their way to 
Courts of Juſtice, by being themſelves Judges, Ju- 


ries, and Executioners, 1. e. Subverting all Courts 


and all Juſtice; pretend to recommend themſelves 
to a Government, by deſtroying all Government; 
and court the Favour of the King, by breaking his 
My s Peace, a and Digriey. 5 

| F The 
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The Qualification of a Vitneſs is to 'know what 
he atteſts, and repeat it with Veracity, Honeſty and 
Truth: There have been Invaders of this Kind, 
ho have wanted Knowledge; who did not know 
what Rhetoric was, or he that manag'd it; allways 
took a Preacher to be delivering his own Senti- 
ments and Words, tho* it was declar'd before, 
that ſuch Performances are Exerciſes : That is, Leſ- 
ſons and Examples given for Inſtruction, - how any 
Perſon might, would, did, or might have been ſup- 
pos' d, in given Circumſtances, to think, imagine, 
expreſs himſelf, on all Points and Queſtions, Pro- 
blematically.; often quoting others, not as bis O- 
Fenton; which yet, the Miftakes of others have 
oſten been made: He teaches, but leaves it to the 
Reafari and Virtue of each Hearer, to take his Side 
ofthe Queſtion or Remark; does not determine 
for:or againſt another's Choice. They did not know 
this, tho* he at that Time, declared it; he often 
ed. Replies with his Reflections, which they 
app d By the Law, words muſt be advi ſedly 
ſpoken bur his are often facerious, pleaſant, inad- 
vertent. . Y 
Nor were ſuch Critics then, or before, f in a Tem- 
per, to know and report rightly what was deliver*d» 
before, they were prejedic'd, malicious, byaſs'd 
confederated, reſolv'd to ſuppreſs, and deſtroy the 
Party aim'd at, by all Methods, Weapons or Oaths, 
the latter of which are the ſharpeſt of the Tw O; 
This was own'd.; that all the Hatred was at that 
Per ſan, and that they came with a Deſign to detect 
— and then, they were too confus' d, paſſionate, 
and 5% to know or conſider any Propoſition that 
was preach'd; and that Malice was the Conductor of 
the Deſign, is plain, by the innumerable Methods 
taken to deſtroy. a Preacher, by Advertiſements, 
and Letters in the Publick Papers, by Prints, Ima- 
om P amphlets,, —_ . Outrages » Lies 5 


and 
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and Abuſes. This, indeed, is à Proof, that they 
conceive, they have the greateſt Reaſon to fear him; 
his Capital Enemies are conſcious he has the Ad- 
vantage over them, in point of Argument, and the 
Merits of the Cauſe : A Cove pt Grace is an 
Unpardonable Sin: But it might have been more 
Diſcreet on their ſide, if they had not conf:&'d their 
Terror' and Conſciouſneſs too expreſly, by letting 
the whole World into the Secret, and adding to the 
Aſcendant of one they would. ſuppreſs. 

It has been a ſtale Artifice, for Directors of ; [9 


cleſiaſtical Bodies, to lye by, themſelves, and wait, 


till they can, as they flatter. themſelves, deliver 
their Prey over to th- ſecular Arm, to a Court or 
Miniſtry. But the Civil Power is well aware, that they 
are awkward Politicians, and not to be too. Credu- 


Jouſly - comply'd with; a Spiritual Ruler WhO 
ſet on foot this Machination, inſtructed the Crown, 


and the late Lord Chancellor TaLBOr, whom to 


promete to à vacant Biſhoprick, wrote a Book, 


which Sir Clemens Mearg, a late celebrated Sollici- 


tor- General, call'd A Libel on the Conſtitution, and 


which more Lord Chancellors than one have de- 


clared not to be Law z yet is now to direct Mini- 


ſters of State and Judges, Gc. The following Conſi- 


derations ſhall be employ'd to ſhew, that ſuch Evi- 


dences are not to be credited; that the Crime, charg- 
ed is Iinpaſſible; that all Motives concur fox a 
Preacher, and none againſt him. 


I. That ſuck Evidences are not to be credited; 


if they had Malize prepenſe, conſpir'd, vary'd a- 
mong nin: were employ*'d and ſummon'd in, 


contradicted themſelves, were falſe and inconſiſtent. 


of Ill Character, given to Defamation, and Aſſault; 
intereſted; Perſons of little Underſtanding, and leſs 


4 


Honour or regard to Reputation, by ſetting out in 
the Character of Informers. Ir this be the Cale, 
they are not to be believ'd. Farther, the Evidence 
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is not worthy of Credit, if the Crime be Impaſlible 
the Evidence is to the Truth, the whole Truth, and 
_ nothing but the Truth, i. e. The very ſame Identi- 
cal Words, the Whole Words, and nothing but 
the Words ; which no Mortal, that heard a Diſ- 
courſe, which he did not minute down every Syl- 
lable on the Spot, ever did or can ſwear to; not 
only the very fame Words, but the Whole Words, 

only, can be the Whole Truth, ſince the Addition, 

Change, or Omiſſion of one P article —if -- and 
or — as it were --- it is ſaid --- and the like, may 
change the Senſe, and give a contrary Turn to the 
Sentence; then, to be the Whole Words, they 
muſt take in, with the Sentence quoted, the Para- 
graph, of which it is a Part, the Section, the Divi- 
Hon, or general Head it belongs to, with the Pro- 
poſition, Scope, and Tenor of the Diſcourſe, the 
Limitations, Reſtrictions, Quotations, and eſpeci- 
ally the Principles, and Plan premis'd; for all to- 
gether make the hole Truth; and to add, alter, 
or take away, one Word, deſtroys the Information; ; 
as in the Scripture, the Fool hath ſaid in his Heart, 

there is no God, he that takes the latter Part only, 

there is no God, would make the Scripture Atbeiſti- 
cal ; with the Whole it is juſt. The Preacher 
| perpetually; declared his Limitations of what he 
was to deliver; that he did not ſpeak his own pro- 
per Opinion, but quoted others; that he gave a 
Paradigm, or Example, of what this or that Per- 
ſon, might be preſum'd to ſpeak, on ſuch an Occa- 
ſion; being a modeſt Teacher of Univerſal Rheto- 
ric, who, in performing an Exerciſe, a Leſſon, an 
Inſtruction, or an Example of Speaking, is not rea- 
ſonably to be ſuppos'd to be declaring for himſelf, 
but for thoſe, whom he propoſes to teach ; all 
Things to all Men; addreſſing each according to 
his Capacity, Taſte, and Uſe, as God ſpoke by the 
Prophets, at ſundry Times, in divers Manners ; 
| Precept 
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Precept upon Precept, Line upon Line, here a lit- 
tle and there a little; ſeeking to find acceptable 
Words; to have the Tongue of the Learned, that 
he may know how to ſpeak a Word in Seaſon to 
him that is weary; to relieve the Attention, by his 
quick Variety, of thoſe that begin to be ſatiated 
with the length or dullneſs of his Diſcourſe; ſince 
many Pulpits are appointed to adminiſter Spiritual 
Opium to their Hearers, and preach the People to a 
Lethargy, there may, ſurely, be tolerated, one Pul- 
pit to awaken them, to prevent the Enemy ſowing 
Tares, while they fleep ; that every Body may not be 
obliged to ſay, behold, it is all a Dream ; was there 
One Oratory to a Thouſand Dormitories it might be 
very Reaſonable. And that all Motives concur for the 
Preacher, and there is not one againſt him, might 
be Copiouſly explain'd and illuſtrated. 
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Fourth Diſcourſe. 


On Falſe Witneſs in Courts of Juſtice, and 
Evidence ; in Philoſophy, the Law of Na- 
ture, Nations, of God, the Civil, Canon, 
and Common Law, and Right Reaſon ; 
a new and moſt uſeful Diſcourſe, 


Exod. xx. 16. Thou ſhalt not bear falſe Witneſs 
againſt thy Neighbour. Exod. xxw. 1, 2, 7, 
Thou ſhalt not raiſe a falſe Report; put not 

thy Hand with the Wicked to be an unrighteous 
Witneſs. Thou ſhalt not follow a Multitude 
to do Evil; neither ſhalt thou ſpeak in a Cauſe, 

to decline after many, to wreſt Fudgment, Keep 
thee from a falſe Matter. Prov. xiv. 25. xxix. 
28. A deceitful Witneſs ſpeaketh Lies; and 
an ungodly Witneſs ſcorneth Judgment, Mark 
V. 


1 
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<3, 0. 56s 66. We find that falſe Witneſſes were 
'. 1 ſought againſt Jeſus, hut their J efimony agreed 
nut together, Matth. xxvii: 13. Heareſt thou 
not, how many Things they witneſs againſt 
zl y thee ? 1 Kings xxi. Set Sons of Belial before 
£5336 _ to bear witneſs againſt him; ſaying, thou 
1:1 i - blaſpheme God and the King, Zech. viii, 
17. Let none imagine Evil; love no falſe Oath. 
Mal. iii. 5. Iuill be a ift Witneſs againſt falſe 
- Swearers. 2 Tim. iii. It Withont Affection, 
"J" bers. 


1 HESE Texts cannot fairly be en 8 par- 
ticular Perſons to themſelves, (unleſs ſuch as 


ate con ſcions) becauſe they are general Admonitions 


in common, from the Scripture, to all Mankind. 
The firſt is the ninth Commandment; built on that 
Love of Truth and Hatred of Falſhood, which are 
Primary Duties of Natural Religion; correſpond- 


ing to Levit. xix. 11 to 18, neither deal falſely, 


nor lye one to another; and ye ſhall not ſwear by 
my Name falſely, neither ſhalt thou profane the 


Name of thy God; I am the Lord; In Righteouſ- 
neſs, ſhalt thou judge thy Neighbour ; neither ſhalt 


thou ſtand againſt the Blood of thy .. Neighbour ; 
thou ſhalt not hate thy Brother in thine Heart ; thou 
ſhalt in any wiſe; rebuke thy Neighbour, and not 
ſuffer Sin upon him ; Thou ſhalt not Avenge, nor 


bear any Grudge againſt the Children of thy Peo- 


ple; but ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf. Com- 


par'd with Revel. Xxü. 1 3. without, are Murder- 
ers, and whoſoever lovethi and maketh a Lye; 
therefore the Character of Satan is to be a Lyar 


and a MunxbakR from the Beginning, a Rioter, 


With Sword, Piſtol, and Affidavit, Sc. 


Pleaſe to obſerve the Connexion; from want of 
Moral Love to our Neighbour, that is, any Perſon 
in Society, or with whom we may tranſact (for = 
D 5 Wor 
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Word, - tranſlated Neighbour, is, in the Hebrew, 
v7 Amicus, Socius proximus, Friend, Companign: 
as well as Neighbour ; from the Root Ny to feed, 
or eat, with another) Proximus, Neighbour, or 

neareſt, is, he with whom you immediately on neat» 
ly deal; from this want of Benevolence in Man to 
Man, ariſes, bearing a Grudge, Avenging, raiſing 
falſe Reports, follaing a Multitude to de Evil, 
[peaking to wreſt Judgment, Lying, being a deceit- 
ful, ungodly Witneſs, engaging Sons of Belial, 
(weak and wicked contemptible Perfons) to bear 
Witneſs, imagining Evil , and from being without 
Affection, and hating a Brother in the Heart, Men 
ſoon paſs to be falſe Accuſers, and advance to' be 


 Murderers z for, Jam. i. 13, 19, 20, Every 


Man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his 
own. Luſt, Then, when Luft, i, e. inordinate 
Paſſion, or Love of Evil, hath conceived, it bring- 
eth forth Sin, and Sin, when it is finiſh*d, bringeth 
forth Death, Malice, falſe Witneſs, and Deſtructi- 
on, are the natural Gradation, the Climax of Iniqui- 
ty, the degrees of Deſcent to the Abyſs of Perditi- 
on; therefore, ſays St James, in that Chapter, do 
not ERR, my beloved Brethren; for the Wrath of 
Man worketh not the Righteouſneſs of God. He 
connects inordinate Paſſion, and Wrath of _ 
with Error, and Injuſtice; declaring, that the 

and ill- will lead to Error, a Defelt of Reaſan, and 
Truth, as well as Unrighteauſueſs; Falſheod of the 
Heart and of ibe Bets are apt to alto one ano- 
Malice hor Paſſion: are a DiftraFion,. a Tren ; he 
that Indulges them is a MapMan, they make the 
Perſon Non Compos, incapacitate him for a Hitnejs 
of the T ruth, and invalidate his Teſtimony; for, 
Matt. xii. 34. Out of the abundanoe of the Heart 
the Mouth ben An nah Man, out of the e- 


vil 
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vil Treaſure of his Heart, bringeth forth evil 
Things. | 
Falſe Speaking is, when the Expreſſions are not 
agreeable to the Meaning and Duty of the Speaker, 
or the Truth of Things ; the former, ſtrictly, is 
Lying: There is a Coherence, and Dependence, 
of this Commandment, on the Preceding, — Thou 
Halt not ſteal; for a falſe Witneſs will eaſily be in- 
duc'd to rob another of his Reputation, and For- 
tune, Quiet and Happineſs , and it is a peculiar 
Fence to a Man's Name and Credit ; for, Prov. 
XXit. 1. a good Name is rather to be choſen, than 
great Riches; and loving Favour rather than Silver 
and Gold. Yet, with St Paul. 2 Cor. vi. 8. we 
muſt be refolv*d to go through evil Report, and 
good Report, in the diſcharge of our Duty ; tho' 
if we can unite, as he ſpeaks, Phil. iv. 8. what- 
ſoever Things are true, honeſt, and juſt, with 
whatſoever Things are of good Report, it will en- 
able us to be more uſeful ; for, indeed, one main 
Deſign of Malice and Envy is, when they obſerve 
a Perſon, who is the Object of them, maſter of a 
eiſtinguiſh*'d Capacity to be uſeful, to diminiſh and 
deface his Character, in order to render him totally 
inſignificant and deſpicable to Mankind, and deſtroy | 
him: True, a Man muſt regard the Favour of God, 
and the Approbation of his Conſcience before the 
Teſtimony of Men, and rather loſe the Report of 
a good Man in the World, than hazard the Teſt 
of his Conſcience z yet, when they concur, it is the 
more deſirable : Hence the Apoſtles Care, tho' 
eſteem'd Deceivers, that they WERE TRUE, 1 Cor. 
vi. 8. And hence the Venom of the malitious 
falſe Witneſs, that the Slander tends to difable his 
doing Good, to make the Virtuous ſuſpect him, 
and the Vitious, (who are the Majority) never ſpeak 
well of him: Out of the Heart, ſays Chriſt, Matth. 
XV. 
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xv. 19. proceed evil Thoughts, falſe Witneſs; the 
Original is, an immoral Inclination. 
The Conſequences are Ja. xxix, 15. Jer. xvin, 
18. To dig deep; to hide their Counſel; to conſult 


and deviſe againft their Neighbour, how they may 


ſmite him with their Tongue ; and evil Surmilings, 
or Suſpicions, 1 Tim. vi. 4. prejudicial to his Fame; 


taking upon them the Office of a Law-giver, to 


judge and condemn, before the Time, for soux 
Wonps or Actions, from which no neceſſary Con- 
cluſion can be drawn; as well as for ſecret Thoughts 
and doubtful Matters, which may be directed to 
good Ends: Falſe Witneſſes may judge, in a furi- 
ous, haſty, raſh, precipitate Manner, not regard- 
ing what went before, or what follow'd ; as in 
Words heard, not knowing or conſidering the Phra- 
fes antecettent or-conſequent, with other Circumſtan- 
ces of Words interpos'd, which may often vary 
THE NaTuRE and SussTANCE of the Propoſition 
charged: To be thus ſudden and haſty in judging, 


is not to zeftify in Fudement, Juſtice, and Truth; 


not to be gualify'd for a Witneſs; ſuch a one never 


gave, nor can give, nor be, a true Evidence; nor 


can thoſe, who amplify or aggravate a Fault, or make 
ir greater than it is : And the next Fault to falſe 
Witneſs, is that of thoſe who hearken to it, as the 
Thief and the Receiver may be alike culpable, who 
delight to hear of Men's Imperfections, and have a 


Credulity, a Readineſs to believe a Slander ; as, in 


Potiphar, who directly condemn'd Foſeph without 
Examination: Solomon, Prov. xix. 5. and xxv. 
18. after he had ſaid, that a falſe Witneſs ſhall not 
be unpuniſd d (the Caſe of Haman) deſcribes him, 
as 4 Hammer, a Sword, and a ſharp Arrow; a 
' Hammer, to any Magiſtrate whoſe Underſtanding 
he perverts, ſo that, like one aſtoniſh'd by a Blow 
on the Head, he does not readily know, how to 
make a right Determination; to any that 8 
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him, a Sword to deſtroy, and a ſharp Arrow to 


thoſe againſt whom he bears Witneſs, which, like an 


Arrow, wounds him in his Good Name, Life, or 
Property. | | | 

Ceontumelious and inſolent Speaking, or Writing, 
or Scandal, are another Kind of falſe Witneſs , 
the Duty, firſt, is to reprove. Groundleſs Suſpicion 
is one Cauſe of it; a falſe Witneſs thinks, the ſame 
Sentiments and Aſſections, that ariſe in himſelf, are 
in others; he makes himſelf the Meaſure of judging 
other Men; and as his Diſpoſitions are, ſo are his 
Suſpicions; if he be ill-· affected to any, every ſmall 
Surmiſe makes a Concluſion: The Brethren of 
Foſeph hated him, and every Dream encreaſed their 
Abhorrence; Suſpicions naturally riſe from ſlender 
Grounds, which ought to be examined; as, on the 
Meanings of Men, when God only knows the 
Heart ; and when a Judgment is made on Wonps, 
it may be erroneous, ill- founded, in which the 
Party chiefly may hurt himſelf; he ſhould en- 
deavour to know the Truth before he applies them; 
and if, on Perſons, he may wrong them, make 
them contemptible or odious; as, on the contrary, 
if they be cleared, it may gain them Credit; if 
they be innocent, the ſuſpicious Cenſurer does an In- 
Jury, rot to them only, but to others alſo ; where- 
as, if he judges well of them, when they may de- 
ſerve ill, it ſuits the Apoſtle's Rule, 2 Cor. xv. 5. 
that Charity is not ſuſpicious, thinks no Evil. If a 


Caſe be pouBTFUL, and MAY be taken in a Goop 


SENSE, 1t is dangerous to conclude againſt a Man 
in a DUBIOUS INSTANCE; for dubia in meliorem 
partem interpretanda, doubtful Things are to be in- 
terpreted in the beſt Senſe ; but a Witneſs is not to 
be hafty in Judgment, for Raſpneſs is the Parent of 
Injuſtice; God knew the Caſe of Adam and of So- 
dom before, yet, for our Example and Imitation, 
he firſt enquires, Adam, where art thou ? and de- 

liberates 
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liberates, T will go down, and fte, whether they 
have done according to the Cry, Gen. vi. 9. and 
XVul. 21, But, in general, it is unlawful to act 
againſt any on a bare Sufpicion ; and, on the other 
Hand, the Prophet directs the innocent, T/az. li. 
7. Fear not their Reproaches, 

Hence may be deduc'd the proper Qualifications 
of True Witneſſes, and the Diſabilities of the Falſe, 
Firſt, from the Law of Nature, that 1 is, of Rea- 
ſon and moral Virtue. A Witneſs 1s one who de- 
clares, aſſerts, or certifies the Truth of any Fact; 
Evidence is that Act of the Mind, and Clearneſs of 
the Object, by which it becomes apparent to the 
Underſtanding; it is that which conftitutes Truth 
among Men, is the eſſential and infallible Charac- 
ter of Truth. There can be no Evidence in falſe 
Propoſitions, ſince the Aſſent we give to it is nece/- 
| ſary, otherwiſe our Faculties would be falſe ; for we 
neceſſarily love Truth and hate Error: E widence, 
in our Law, is Proof, by which the Point in Iſſue 
is made evident to the Jury; 1. e. the Reaſons they 
ſee evidently, plainly, NECESSARILY, agreeable to 
the Matter in Queſtion, and which they MusT 
therefore own to be true: Proof is the Medium or 
Argument uſed to evince the Truth of a Thing; 
the Proof is the Means by which we come at the 
Truth of the Matter propoſed ; and hat, by which 
we are made certain of it; it is not the Truth itſelf 
of the Queſtion; that is previous, in the Object, and 
even Demonſtration is only for the Satisfaction of 
ourſelves and others, that the Point examined 1s 
true; and an Oath is only the ſtrongeſt Security 
and Aſſeveration which we can give, the higheſt 
Pledge of our Yeracity ; and, on the other hand, 


of our Obligation, in Society or Intercourſe, 70 be | 


true, in the point conſidered ; it is no abſglute 
Proof of the Truth of the Thing it ſelf, but a rela- 


lative ſocial Security, that we are true in reporting 
F 2 it 
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it AS IT 1s in itſelf; for it is the NaTuae of the 
Op jzer alone that is THE TRzuTH ; the Evidence, 
the Afirmation, the Oath, is the Communicati- 
on, the Expreſſion, the Alertion of it; to'make it 
EvIp ENT, clearly Known to ol berg; it does not 
follow, a Thing is true becauſe it is ſworn ; it was 
true or falſe before, and the Oath, or any manner 
of Teftimony, is the Aﬀeyeration of the Opinion 
and Perſwaſion of the Aſertor « or ; Swyearer, that he 
thinks it true or falſe; only in an Oath, there is an 
Obligation, under penalty, to God as well as Men; 
and to prepare, inſtruct, or bring in a falſe Witneſs.; 
or to corrupt, or allure a Perſon to it, is Suborna- 
tion of Perjury. 
' Certainty is a Quality of the Pulpit; ſtrongly 
adhering to a Perfiaſicn of the Truth or Falſbocd 
of the Propoſition affirm'd or deny'd: Truth is the 
Agreement of a Propoſition ( 7. e. Something af- 
firm'd or deny*d) to the Nature and Reality of the 
Thing whereof it is ſpoken or thought; or, the 
joyning or ſeparating Signs, as the Things Henify'd 
by them agree or diſagree one with another; ; Ideas 
and Words are thoſe Signs ! in verbal Diſcourſes on 
a mentioned Plan, that and they are only one Pro- 
Poſition, ſubdivided into many others, and into 
Parts of them; and none can ſwear to the who/z 
Truth of that verbal Propoſition, without knowing 
all the Parts, all the Words connected with ſuch a 
Plan: It is evident, ſelf-evident, that the whole 
T ruth is the whole Wards, elle it is xOT Ei- 
DENCE H; (nor à Subject of Information which 
ought to be on clear and certain Knowledge) all 
Knowledge being by Compariſon; the whole muſt 
be compared to be Nuown; ; the Word Witneſs be- 
ing from the Saxor, Weten, to know; Knowledge 
is 4 Perception of the Agreement or Biſagreement 
of our Ideas; their Identity, or Diverſity, Relation 
to Une another, their Co-cxiſtence or Being roger 
R ther, 


, 
| 
7 


Falſe Witneſs. 87 


ther, and their Exiſtence or Being Hel: It is from 


a feregeing, clear, full Percepti on, that a W re- 
members Ideas or Words, so lodg'd in his Memo 
that whenever they come to be refleted;on a 

the Mind aſſents to them without: Doubt ar "els 
tion, is certain of the Truth of them, but he muſt 
be fare. no Part is left” qutl, which, in Various 


Parts,” and long Deductions, E. a mixt. Kind,” and 


a conceaÞ 4 Methoa, may. ealily eſcape the Know- 
leage, and much more, tlie Memory of 4 Witneſs, 
in coo} Judgment; much more in Peſſion, Malice, 
Rage, Prejudice, Deſign, Intereſt, Fortialig, and 
Precipitancy ; when, the Mind wil L not. iß it 
CcoULD, in bearing witneſs, of 4 Diſcourſe Prongunced 
for Inſtance, attend to each Step of a Diſcourſe, has 
therefore depriv'd itſelf wilfully of the Means to 
Aiſtinguiſb any preciſe Difference of its Parts and 
Meanings, and has uo certain Standard to meaſure 
them , by not Anotoing the whole Plan, and its 
Parts, Operations, and Propoſitions all compar” d, 
nor being able or deſirous, to judge rightly of Gene- 
rals or enen, This muſt produce a wilful 
Obſcurity and. Confufion in the Ideas and Mind of 
the Witneſs, which deſtroys Clearneſs, and there- 
fore Evidence; for evident Knowledge. or Teſtzmony, 
and clear, are the ſame. 
Partiality is a partial Attention. and Aſſent, a 

Conſideration of, and Regard to, a Man or his 


Diſcourſe on one Part or Side, which inclines and 


determines the Conſtruction of his Words or 
Practices to that Part, and does not conſider the 
whole Man or the whole Queſtion on all Sides, to 
make an Evident, Total Judgment of the whole 
Truth , a Witneſs can have no Knowledge farther 
than he has Ideas; if they be narrow, raſh, un- 
wary, irrational in the Underſtanding; if the Will 
be vitious and immoral, and the Habit of Life be 


Vein ous, the Ideas are defefive, the Diſpoſitions 


ill-turw'd, 
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ill-turn'd, and Ignorance, Fury, I nadvertency, 
and Perverſeneſs, together, diſqualify a Witneſs, 
and defeat the Teſtimony : There is, in that Caſe, 
no. real Knowledge, the Evidence is of his own 
making, his Faith is implicit without Examination; 
miſleads the Mind, inſtead of guiding it into Truth; 
makes the Knowledge imperfef, dark, confus d, in- 


diſtin. The Underſtanding is with-held from an 
accurate Survey of the whole Matter, by Temerity 


or Obſtinacy, .N, epligence, Impatience, Prejudice 
againſt the Perſon ; Intereſt, Authority, Want of 
: Ability, Want of Will and Sedateneſs, or wrong 
Meaſures of Judgment and Probability; and the 
Teſtimony is no Evidence of the whole Truth, and 
nothing but the Truth the A ent is blind, at leaſt, 
on one Side, and the Paity i is no more Judge of a 
Diſcourſe than a blind Man is of Colours; and at 


beſt, his Aſſertion is doubtful, not evidently true. 


It is not ſo much as probable, for the Imperfections 
and Vices of che Mind, Vill, Paſſions, and Life, 
with the Defe#s of the G5 not being, nor being 
capable of full, clear Perception, are Certainties, 

which out-weigh the Probability of his making a 
true, or giving an honeſt Judgment. The Under- 
ſtanding is falſe, as repreſenting the Thing other- 
wile than as it 7s, and ought to be, the whole Truth, 
and nothing but the Truth; and the Declaration 
fallacious, . becauſe as to what is, in itſelf, ambigu- 
ous, and may be taken in another, or better Senſe, 

it will. fx it to the moſt odious Conſtruction, from a 
Principle of Hatred. 


Therefore he only is to. be received as a Wi meſs, | 


who is worthy of Credit, in whom there is nothing 
that may render his Teſtimony ſuſpetted and inef- 


fectual; in his Manners and Nature; his Fortune, 


his Mind, and Condition; in His Manners, if he 
be malitious, and has not only declar'd a Hatred, 
but ben and A it; in his Nature, if he be 
pre- 
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precipitate, litigious, quarrelſome, cruel, obſtinate, 
raſh, partial, ignorant, prejudic'd, ' miſchievous, 
double-dealing, giddy, inconſiderate: In bis. Fortune, 
if he plainly wants to repair or augment it by ſiniſter 


inſidious Methods, and make an Intereſt, a De- 


pendence, for that Purpoſe : In his Mind, if his 
Paſſions be generally inordinate, criminal, and di- 
ſturb his Judgment. 

By the Law of Nature, as well as of Chriſtian 
Charity, all are oblig'd rather to favour him who is 
unjuſtly aggriev d, than him that has aggriev d 
and injur'd him : A Propoſition which, as it is 
plainly and inconteſtably true, will, it is hop'd, be 
duly conſider' d and put in practice. When there 
are more Witneſſes than one, their Diſagreement 
will take away the Efficacy of the Evidence or 
Proof, not only in ſuch Circumſtances as vary the 
Subſtance of the Fact, or Words, or Propoſitions, 
but in many others. Men remarkable for Want of 
Reaſon, and who are Enemies to the Perſon accuſed, 
are diſqualify*d to be Witneſſes, and ought to be re- 
pelPd. Thus far we have proceeded by the Law 


of Nature, on the Qualities of proper Witneſſes, or 
the contr 


This is alſo the Foundation of judging by che 


Law of Nations, whatever renders a Man naturally 
unworthy of Belief, is a Rule in both. The Prin- 


ciples of the Civil Law are often juſtly uſed to in- 


terpret the Law of Nations; becauſe the Roman 
Law was very extenſive to various People, and 1s 
yet ſuch in its Uſe. The Code of Juſtinian, Book 
IV, Title 2075, is entirely upon the Caſe of Wit. 
neſs. In that Title, in the 5th Law, it is decreed 
by Dieclef ian and Maximilian, the Emperors, that 


it is a neceſſary Qualification of Witneſſes to pre- 


fer the Truth to all Favour and Power, the Word 
is, potentatui, the Power of Aux PoTENTATE, 
Prince, Miniſter, or Magiſtrate ; ſo that, in any 
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Cafe; where chere is ſuch a Regard to Power, the 


Witness is incapacitated by the Civil Law. Law 


1175 fays, they wh are Partners in a Crime, for 


Inſtancé, Confecetttes in a Breach of the Peace, or 
zRior, or in Teſtimonies cook'd' up by Agreement, 
exndor be Witneſſes of a Crime charg'd on that Oc- 
caſion; for the Words of that 14% Ub dot only ap. 
pear to mean Accomplices in the vety ſame Crime, 
that hey cannot be Witneſſes, They who are not 
ſteady and exact in the Recital of Orcumſtantes; 

who are difordet'd in Mind, unſteady in their Ac- 


Eotints; defeftive ii Probity, or, who have com- 


poſed a defamatory” Libel or Print of a Perſon, or 


have atty Intereſt or Refpect for Superiors in their 


Teſtimeny ( {te Domat's Les Loix Civiles, p. 
248.) They who are ſuſpected of an Inclination to 
hurt, or take part with ſuch as are ſo diſpoſed : 
They who are Adverfaries to thte Party: All thlefe 
give juſt Cauſe to doubt of the Fidelity of their Te- 


ftumony; as there is a reaſonable Jealouſy that their 


Paſſion may carry them to a Declaration injurious 
to the Deindart. The Jadgment of Witneſſes, 
by the Civ Law is, in fach an Inftance, by the 
Circumſtances of the Quality of Perſons, the Cau- 
ſes and Conſequences of Enmity, and by the Re- 


ſult of other Proofs, what Regard we ought to 


have to the Fatt of Enrity, to be reafon'd : The 
Uncertainty anti Variations of Matueſſes, affirming 
Facts different or contrary, will cauſè them to be re- 
jecked: In One Word, the Civil Law enquires into 
the Condition of Witneſſes, their Manners, Eſtate, 
Conduct, Iltegrity, and Reputation, whether they 


be engaged to Superiors, or Foes to the Party; 


whether have great Hopes or Fears; whe- 


her tht Teſtimony be ſincere and unaffected; 


whether” they Be conforttiable to one another, and 
not confederated; whether their Contratieties and 


Conttadibtions-may — whether 


the 


ans. os — —— 4 a RY 


ES 0 oc Andes claw 


the ſame Kind in the 
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the Conszquence of the Facts be ſuch, that we 
ought to confider more exactly what may render 


the Mitneſs ſaſpected 3 or, whether the Ground be 


trivial in 7Z/elf, or on a perſonal Pique ; whether 
the Thing atteſled be dire or meditated ; or ſome 


& 
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ſay, one Thing, ſome another; whether a Witneſs 
has deceiv'd himſelf in the Knowledge of Perſons, 
Circumſtances, or Facts. Theſe are the Reſtricti- 
ons of the Civil Law ; but above all, that a mortal. 
Enemy be not admitted to teſtify, nor ſuch as are 
found in a Conſpiracy. And it enquires, whether 
they teſtify upon the Matter allede'd, 

ful Manner, or without aſſigning a Cauſe or ſuffi- 


cient Reaſon of their Knowledge 3 Whether they 
agree in the ſame Words, or in a premeditated 


Story; and other Points, which have been con- 


Res... * 2 
By the Canon Law, Witneſſes, who are Conſpi- 
rators, are deem'd as capital Enemies, and their 
Teſtimony difallow'd ; otherwiſe, it proceeds on 
the Footing, generally, of the Civil Law. There 
are, in the Canon Law, in the Decretals of Gre- 
ory IX. two Titles on Witneſſes, divided into many 
hapters: In the 2d Book, Title 19th, pointing 
out what Witneſſes are to be reprobated or repelled, 
much on the aforeſaid Principles ; and ſomething of 
ecrees. re 
Buy the Common Law of England, Evidence is 
the Perſpicuity or Clearneſs of Proof of a Foint in 
Iſſue; and the Exceptions to Evidence are to be 
propoſed by the Counſellor in Queſtions to the Wit- 
neſſes; which, to an able and honeſt Counſellor, 
would include all the Diſqualificatiohs before men- 
tioned : And upon the Queſtions of the Counſellor 
depends very much the Evidence, as to which, the 
Danger is, that a good Cauſe be not betray*d for 
want of proper, full, fair, undeſigning; candid 


Inter- 
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or in a doubt- 
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Intertogatories ; that neither perplex, confound, 2 


overbear, or intimidate the Evidence. 


The Sum of the whole is, That theſe Obſerva. 
tions are not only Religious, ariſing from the Ninth 
Commandment, but are moral, highly uſeful to all 
Mankind, and the Grounds of- difcufling the Vali- 
dity of Evidenet by ſuitable Examination. That 
the Di/qualifications of a Witneſe, are, raiſing falſe 


Reports, being unrighteous, vreſtin Judgment, 


being deceitful, ſpeaking Lies; Teſtimonies not 
agrecing, witneſſing falſe, as againſt Naboth, thou 


ſt blaſpheme God and the King; imagining Evil, 


loving a falfe Oath 3 being without. Affection, ſ. alſe 
Accuſers ; ſtanding againſt the Blood of their Neigh- 


bour, hating him in their Hearts, not rather re- 
buking him; averiging, bearing a Grudge: Con- 
necting the Character of a Lover of a Lye, and 
Maker of it, with that of a Murderer, like the 
Devil, the FinsT I ToRUMER and Accuſer of the 
Brethren, from whence he has his Name Ae, 
Devil, from want, of Benevolence and Charity, and 

from ſinful Paſſion indulg'd bringing forth Death, 


in this Order, Malice, falſe Witneſs, Deſtruction. 


Paſſion and Wrath leading to Error and Injuſtice, 
ds to Reputation, Fortune, Life; being a Diſtrac- 
tion, a Madneſs ;* by Slander, difabling the beſt 
Men to do good, making them ſuſpected and ill 
ſpoken of; from immoral Inclination, Evil Sur- 
_ miſings, judging before-hand, haſtily, in a ralh, 
furious, precipitate Manner, of ſecret Thoughts and 
doubtful Words, from which no neceſſary Concluſion 
can be drawn ; not minding what Words went be- 
fore, or after, or were interpos'd ; changing the 
Subſtance and Senſe of the Propoſition, ſo not wit- 


neſſing in Judgment, Juſtice and Truth; making 


a Fault greater, and hearkening to Tales and Ag- 
* 5 "ONSET perverting 
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the Mind of the] udge, ſpeaking with Contumely, | | 
Inſolence and Scandal. | 
Led by evil Diſpoſitions to ſuſpe& another's ; 
Meaning, known only to God; not endeavourihg ; 
to conſider and know the Truth of Words, before he | 
applies them; not conſtruing doubtful Things in 1 
the better Senſe ; unable to give ſuch Evidence, f 
fuch Reaſons, as are plainly, neceſſarily agreeable = 
to the Point in Iſſue, which muſt be own'd to be 
true; not reflecting, that even an Oath, in itſelf, | 
is not a Proof of the Truth of the Thing, but only 
a ſtronger Aſſertion of it; that the Nature of tage 
Thing only is the Truth, and the Evidence is the 
Expreſſion and Reaſons that make it clearly evi- 
dently known to others; that to engage a falſe 
Witneſs 3 is Subornation ; that none can ſwear to the 
whole Truth in any Parts of verbal Diſcourſes, which 
are on a mention'd\Plan, without knowing the Plan 
and all the Parts, allthe Words, identically and purely; 
being evident, that the whole Truth is the whole 
Words, as they were, or it is not Evidence; all 
Knowledge being by Compariſon of Things, Ideas, 
Words, and Signs; that it mult be from a fore- 


going, clear, full Perception, without leaving out : g 
a Part, that a Witneſs muſt remember, or know b 
certainly, which, in various mixt Parts, of a long if 
Deduction on a concealed Method is impoſſible to i 
' 


prejudiced, raſh, paſſionate Minds, and 
Wills; when the Party will not, if he could, attend 

rightly ; and this diſables him to judge of Generals | 
or Particulars ; Confuſion and Obſcurity of Ideas 1 
from this, deſtroys, Evidence, which is Clearnefſs 
only; and it is a Contradiction, that a partial Mind, 
bent to one Side and View, can ſee or evidence 
the whole Truth; that none can know farther than 4 
he has Ideas; when they are narrow, unwary, | 
irrational, immoral, perverſe, inadvertent, there is no 

| Evidence; x & chen de and miſleads all Par- 
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ties; it is not probable, the Number of Probabilities 
being againſt him, in all reſpects; in the Nature of 
Things, his Underſtanding, Will, Pa Pons, Manners, 
and Views; that jrrational Men and Eremies, are no 
Witneſſes, and that all ought to "countenance the 


Perſon wrong'd more than him that has wrong d 


him; that the Law of Nature, of Nations, the 
Civil, Canon Law, our Law of Evidence, is againſt 
ſuch Witneſs; that Regard to Power defeats Evi- 
dence; and Confederacy | in a Crime, and Unſteadi- 
neſs, Inaccuracy in Circumftances, and Defamation, 
Intereſt or Proſpect; affirming Facts diſtinct or con- 
trary; Teſtimonies cook*d and chang'd by Concert; 


whether from Pique, trivial, or of Conſequence, direct 


or meditated, by Conſpirators or capital Adverſaries; 


that theſe Conſiderations, and more, are Exceptions 


ro Evidence, which, if Council, i. e. the Advo- 
cate, or the Court (for that is Council for the De- 


fendant) be juſt to the minute Queſtions ariſing upon 


them, would do perfect Juſtice to all * 


— 
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Free 8 on Truſtees of dend 
ment no Sedition, but one Criterion 
between a free Engliſh Proteſtant 


Sway, and a French 5 Autho- 
rity. 4585 | 


1 Kings xviii. 7 18. When Ahab nes Elijah, be 
ſaid unto him, Art thou he that troubleth Iſrael? 
And be anfwered, I am not he that troubleth 
— Iſrael, bur thou and thy Father's Houſe. | 


8 OM R of che great Objections which are wude | 


by#Proteſtants againſt Popery, are, Implicite 


Faith, f ien of Inguiry, Difficulties and Diſ- 


couragements 
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couragements in the free Examination of Things, 
Reſtraints on Free-Thinking and Free-Speaking, 
Promotion of Ignorance, and Inquifition in the Search 
and Puniſhment of different Opinions. Now, tho' it is 
my Judgment, and I undertake to prove, That the 
Catholic Church or Society, according to its Nature 
and Kind, and upon its Principles, is not more, if 
ſo much, liable to thoſe Objections, as other So- 
cieties, according to their Nature and Kind, and 
upon their Principles; yet, that not being my pre- 
ſent Defign, I ſhall take this Opportunity to ſhew, 
That, if ever it ſhould happen to be the- Option of 
the People of Great-Britain, to make their Choice | 
of a Government, whether they will, in one reſpe&, 

5 chuſe to ſubmit to an Engliſh Proteſtant I, or 
to a French Popiſh Rule, one weighty and funda- 
mental Reaſon, which may determine their Choice be- 
tween them, will be, That in one, they may judge 
and talk freely on Matters in which they are more and 
more intereſted, and on Points of Truſt and Confidence 
jodg d by their voluntary Conſent in their Superiors; 
and in the other, think they have not that Liberty. 
J affirm this is one effential Difference, that will 
be eſteem'd by the Generality of thoſe that are uſed 

to Liberty, to be one Balance in the Scale: It is 

the Caſe of South-Britons, as well as North-Britons. 

As far as this Conſideration extends, the People 

will, probably, calling themſelves a Free People, 

think. they have a Right to judge and ſpeak freely 

of the Behaviour of their Truſtees, of the Diſpoſal 

of their Money, of the State of their Liberty and 
Property, of the Actions and Characters of thoſe 

that govern them, of the Debates and Votes of their 
Parliaments, of their Treaties and Engagements 

with foreign Powers, of their Affairs by Sea and 

Land, of the Uſe, Application, and Accounts of 

c their Money and Expenſes, and of all their Proceed- 
ings. Which, if ſome of them be not altogether 


Proper 
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proper to be communicated to them, before or after 
the Time of their Tranſaction, that the Secret be 
not betray d to the Enemy, or to a Diſappointment, 
yet ſome general Reaſons of the Meaſure might, 
without SD or deſcribing it, be not kept en- 


tirely in the Bark; and that after the Tranſaction, 


or the Danger of a Diſcovery, a full Account be 
given of it to thoſe, whoſe Conſent, as Txusroks, 
is requiſite to the very Original and Eſſence of a 

free Government, and therefore to every Procedure 


in it. For no Truſt of this kind is unlimited, un- 


conditional, and totally abſolute; but veſted for the 
Sake of National Good, and therefore to be try d 
by that Touchſtone. 

I I ſhall not ſay a great deal at preſent of the Poſ⸗ 
ſibility of ſuch an Gption, or Choice of Subjection, 
happening between two Governments, or by what 
Means or Accidents it may ariſe, or not; whether 
by various Contingencies in the Events of Power on 
either Hand, influencing Hope or Fear; or by the 
Nature of Things, and the Operation of the inte- 
rior or exterior Articles of the Civil Syſtem (con- 
ſidering the Eccleſiaſtical as a Part of it) on the 
Minds and Fortuues of the People; or by unfore- 
ſeen Chances, I mean to many, not to a Govern- 
ment; which, or its Conductors, if they do not 


foreſee every material Incident of a political Ten- 
dency, can neither be qualify'd to A or ſucceed 


In 15. 


That ſuch a Choice is not tig impoſſible. in 
itſelf, is evident; that very particular Changes and 


Revolutions of Government have appear'd in Hi- 


ſtory, is notorious; that the upper Part of the 
Dutch Nation have been more inclin'd to France than 


England, has been ſuſpected; that moderate Go- 
vernments have become abſolute, is known; that 
there have been Revolts and Defections of Nations, 


is not c donn, we have bad one Inſtance ſome- 
thing 
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thing like it in the liſt Revolution; that Govern- 
ment is, founded in Opinion is confeſs'd; thar pub- | 
lick Opinion is much guided by Liking or Diſlike, | 
and ought, to be, by ſuch as 1s reaſonable, is as ma- 
nifeſt ; that "Pagans, from Natural Religion, or | 
that of their Country, have turn'd Catholic Chri- | 
18 is Plain almoſt every where; that a King may 
pretty much à Pr 8 and a Papiſt at the fame 
Time, is clear in Henry VIII. who deny'd 
the Pope's Supremacy; * always went to Maſs, | 
and died a Papiſt'; _ Princes and Courts, as Po- 
liticians, are for that Religion that ſuits their Inte- 
reſt, is. not much queſtioff d; that as one Elector 
of. Saxony brought in Luther and the Reformation, 
ſo two others have quitted both for Popery again, is 
not conteſted ; that a Duke of H. and a Duke 
of N. turn'd Papiſts, and that an Em- 
refs of G: © a. kin to them, did the fame, 
liſtory informs us; that a Lady of a certain 
Court was bred in a certain Church; and after be- 
came a Lutheran, of het Huſpand's Religion, we 
all know; as well as that others have been Luthe- 
rans or Calviniſts, and then of the Church; that 
King Heury IV. of France was a Huguenot and 
turn d Catholic; that Sunderland, King Fames's 
Miniſter; betray'd him, is Fact; that Pope Inno- 
cent Odeſchalchi was called a Proteſtant-Pope that 
King V. brought Popifh Soldiers to turn 
out Popery, and at a Congreſs declared by his Mi- 
niſter, he never would ceaſe the War till the King | 
of France had done Juſtice to the Pope, is undeni- | 
able; that King Charles II. and King James II. | 
were for tolerating Diſſenters, is plain; Ns a Man 
may be of Six Religions a Day, and be a Prote- 
ſtant, is true, and 'tis only adding a Seventh, and 
he leaves the reſt to be a Catholic; and that Reli- 
gions and Governments, States and Churches; have 
been chopping and changing, backwards and = 
wards 


_— — 


em, which Lam and always was more ambitious 
of, than to be an Archbiſhop... 
The Occaſion of my chuſing this Subject is, 
that in November the Change of State, called the 
Revolution, began more openly by a Dutch Stadt- 
holder's arriving to be. a ſort of Engliſh Stadt bolder, 
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and then King; tho? at the Commencement of the 
Reign of K. James II. the People did not think of 4 
Revolution; yet the State-Back-Gameſters in the 
Reign of King Charles II. labour'd it, when they 
were diſappointed of the Bill of Excluſion. _ _. . 


To bar this Liberty of free judging and ſpeaking 
on publick Matters, it has been alledged, that the 
People are no Judges of them, and that it would 
not be ſafe to allow it. As to the latter, I have 
only contended, that, in critical Caſes, they may be 
inform'd, when the Danger of a premature Publica- 
tion is over.— Other wiſe a French Government might 
appear the ſame z nay, in France, the King him- 
ſelf diſcovers, his Battles and Meaſures: to the People 
in his own Letters, and the Proceedings of France 
are ſo public, that every News- writer tells us here 
every Step of the Cabinet, what Words pals'd, 
what Letters were ſent from one Miniſter to ano- 
ther, what Intrigues are carry'd on, and what My- 
ſeries are working. Conſequently, we 2 to 

| ow. 
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know every Particular of Secret Service; Intelli- 
Fence, Conference, Treaty, and Management : Other- 
wiſe a French Government, being more above-board, 
would have the Preference to a Free People. 
As to the People's not being Judges of Political 
Matters; if they be not really ſuch, they ought 79 
pay ub Taxes : Becauſe, not being able to under- 
ſtand the Reaſon and Nature of them, or. of the 
'  Truft they place in a Government, they cannot be 
defired to pay for what they can know. nothing, of; 
nor make Truſtees ; and being Ignorants, whoſe 

Eſtates ought to be beg*d, they ought not to Ze 
Zurden d: For no Chancellor can take Care of 
all the Fools in a Kingdom, as the, Multitude 
muſt be exceeding great, on this Suppoſition. 
And it would follow, that we could have 10 Go- 
vernment ; ſince they, who do not underſtand what 
Power or Government is, cannot be the Original of 
Power and of Government, as is the Principle of the 
Revolution, of the Whigs, and of Bp. Heady, Cc. 
If this be try'd by a Majority of Votes, whether 
the People be the Judges of Government, the Ay's 
will have it; for every Man will vote for himſelf, 
that he underſtands it; which ought, by the ame 
| Reaſon, to include one as well as another, If a 
Child was aſk'd, Whether his Godfathers ſhould 
think and ſpeak for him, and could ſpeak himſelf, 
he would anſwer, No, and ſpoil the Catechiſm. 
If I have not a Right to judge for myſelf, another 
cannot have a Right to judge'for me ; for we are all 
Men Tasx'd alike ; one Man is as wiſe as another, 
when he is told; as all ought to be: Or, take it 
Yother way, one Man is as great a Fool as another, 
then another can't judge for either of us. But that 
Man is a Fool to me, who thinks me Fool enough 
to be his Cally ; and therefore Fool the Second has 
3 5 H no 
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no more Right to judge than Fool the Firſt. Be- 
ſides, if I pay 45..in the Pound, a Miniſter pays 
no more, and J have the ſame Challenge to take 
out my Pennyworth in judging as he has. He 
that goes to a Chandler's Shop, does not buy a 
Pound of Candles to give him 0 I ight ; and he 
that croſſes a Fortune-teller's Hand, expects to have 
the Secret told him for his Money, or to have it 
refunded; which would make the beſt. Fund in the 
Kingdom, the RE-Tunp. 

If it be ſaid, That a Government. is above ow 
non Senſe, it is no Government for the Common 
People; and we cannot have any Houſe of Commons 
nor Community, we are excommunicated. If it be 
above Reaſon, we have no Reaſon to have any 
thing to do Wich it, nor that with us, If it be 
ogginſt Reaſon, it is againſt Conſent, and againſt 
the fundamental Principles of the Conſtitution, Which 
are built on Reaſon: No Government, but Anar- 
chy, and worſe than mere Anarchy, conſider d as a 
State of Nature, if againſt Reaſon :. For, in a State 
of Nature; Bk all its Inconveniencies, there is ſtill 
Natural. Reaſon, and Natural Fuſtice. 

If it be faid, That not Reaſon, but. Will, ſhall 
effect all; 7 will. becauſe I will, you ſhall or ſhall 
10 Judge or ſpeak of this or that Subject, Political 
or Otherwiſe, (tho Public Religion is Political, by 
Lay eſtabliſn'd) then the Motto comes in, Sat 
pro Ratione Voluntas, For Reaſon, Will; or, the 
French King's Word, Car tel eſt noſtre Plaiſir, 
For ſuch is our Will and Pleaſure: And then, a 

French Popiſh Government may be equally eligible 
with an Engliſh Proteſtant Dominion; and more ſo, 
fince it was a Part of the Original Contract with an 
Engliſh Proteſtant Government, that the 7 ruſtor 
| ſhould | think | and ſpeak dach of the, Truſtee : 

There- 
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Therefore the Violation of that Rule may create an 
Impoſſibility of farther Confidence in a Truſtee that 
breaks his Truſt, a conſequent Exemption from the 
Obligation of farther believing him, leſſen the Incli- 
nation to rely on one who has deceived and betray'd 
him, and therefore create an Inclination to chuſe 
another, not ſo exceptionable. 

This Argument is Eternal, Unchangeable, and 
Inſuperable : All the Kings, Miniſters, and Paärlia- 
ments upon Earth, can never refute, nor therefore 
quell it : It will riſe again for ever, and if Millions 
were to be impriſon'd or ſlaughter'd for purſuing it, 
ten thouſand Millions might revenge it, and deſtroy 
the Deſtroyers. - 
Ik̃ it be faid, that Political Matters may be freely 
thought of, but not ſpoke to the People; can a 
French Popiſb Government ſay more? or, where is 
the Difference? Is not this ſuppreſſing Knowledge, 
and the Means of improving and enlarging it, as 
much as it is charg d on Popery, that it ſuppreſſes 
the Scripture? Would a Diſſenter think it ſuffi- 
cient ta reaſon within his own Mind on the Diffe- 
rence of his Sentiments, without the Liberty of 
Speaking, Writing, or Preaching about it? Or 
how could the Jetoiſb Religion, the Chriſtian, the 
Reformation, or the Revolution have been introduced, 
without ſpeaking freely upon and againſt the ſeveral 
Governments and Authorities reſpectively ſettled be- 
fore them? But it is a Fallacy, that Speaking freely 
of this or that Meaſure of Government, is ſpeaking 
againſt that Government, much leſs againſt the 
Conſtitution: For the Government may ſubſiſt with- 
out thoſe Meaſures; thoſe Proceedings or Actions 
are incidental Failures, or Ills, not the Government 
ſelf, which is not infallible, not free from Failure; 
and the only Conſequence | is, that the Government 
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is thereby admoniſh'd to conſider, and rectify them, 
which is its Adyantage and Security. If the Perſon 
be miſtaken, he ought to be excuſed an Error on 
the Right hand, more being concern'd in the Sub- 
ject of his Reprehenſion than in his Miſtake, and he 
entitled, to ſpeak. his Sentiments. Mords are not 
Actions; Overt-Words: and Overt-Acis differ in 
themſalyes, and in Law: No Words whatever 
ought, to be puniſh'd, that do not infringe the Pro- 
Perty, Liberty, or Reputation of one, Who Was no 
Aggreſſor. The Reputation of a Political Officer 
is what all are concern'd (becauſe intereſted on a 
Truſt) to examine and be free with; not that of 4 
private Individual ; the former ro Libel, the latter 
may be: And if Statutes or Canons fay the Con- 
trary, they are, as all unreaſonable; Statutes and 
Canons are, no Laps, but void and. null, aſſoon as 
pals'd, 7/o facto. If ſpeaking freely an Matters of 
tate be call'd ſeditious, it ought to be conſider' d 
what edition is, and whether they who charge it 
be not the Seditigus, and the Acculed, innocent, 
Sedigon. is giving Caule or perſuading, to divide and 
make a Party. or. Faction, againſt a awful Govern; 
ment acking truly according to the original Contract, 
in order to umjuſt Reſiſtance; by Force of Arms, 
He or they who give the Cauſe, who act oppoſitely 
in any one or more Inſtances, to that Conrad, 
who afford the Object, the real Crime, the Subject 
Matter of that Complaint, are the. only: Seditions. 
not he who recites,. or ſpeaks upon, it, ,in,apy Light 
whatſoever, © A Ratignaliſt, who would, endeavour 


＋ 


the Redreß of a Grievance by Reaſon. and duriful | 
Methods, is not, nor can be, 4 Sedlitioniſt. He 
e 

ion, i8 n Sedidioniſt. They muſt be the adviſedly | 

n 4 deliberately malitious Speakers and. Achors 


gainſt 


that pe iſtance, a8 at the Revolu- 
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| gainſt the Truſt of the original Contract, and its 
genuine Conſequences, therefore againſt the Berna 
and Ess Exer of a Goop and JusT Government, 
ONLY, exhorting and co-operating, by Overt-Acts 
alſo, with an illegal Party, to overturn it by unlaw- 
ful Reſiſtance, that are in this Caſe ſeditious, not 
mere Speakers of W Meaſures, or a Diſlike 
of ſome Articles. By which Rule, if Miniſters, or 
Magiſtrates, or 1 furniſh the Subject Mat- 
ter, the Object, the Reality, that conſtitutes the 
Crime, they are guilty of Sedition, and abdicate 
their Truſt. Roters, Aſſaſſins, Confederates in 
falſe Oaths, and all that abet, countenance, encou - 
rage or inſtigare them, are ſuch an illegal Party, 
guilty of Sedition, puniſhable as Outlaws, Pro- 
moters not only of Rebellion againſt the Laws, 
the Country, and the King, but of Anarchy, era- 
dicating all Courts of Judicature, and all Govern- 
ment, Society, Virtue, and Religion: If any free 
Government ſhould ever encourage ſuch, it would 
be feta de ſe, be Anarchy, it 2 forfeit all Claim 
to that Allegiance which is only due to a conſtitutional 
Protection, by the original Contract; would be a 
Gang of Aggreſſors on the Subject, and on all Man- 
kind, and make a State of Civil Community a State 
of Nature and of War, and give every Man a Night 
not only to ſay what he pleaſed of them, but to do 
what he pleaſed with them; Let Sidney, | Locke, 
and the Writers, on Revobution- Principles, be the 
Judges. Biſhop Haadly wrote largely of the Mea 
fures of Obedience to the Magiſtrate, declaring, that 
out of theſe Meaſures, there ought to be no Obedience, 
and can be no Sedition. To conclude, all that infers 
Infallibility and implicite Faith in Government, is as 
much Popery, and tends to a French Popiſb Govern- 
ment, as the like 1 in n 3 w Religion and Go- 
vernment 
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vermment being political, as both thought neceſſary 


to Society: So that free Engliſh Proteſtant Subjects 
have a Right, as ſuch, to ſay what they — of 
Matters of Government under theſe Explanations, 
tho not to do what they pleaſe: And if this Branch 
of Birth-right be taken away, the People will ſo 
far loſe a Reaſon of chuſing an Englifh* Proteſtant, 

before a French Popiſh Government, Beſides, 
that the Reſtramt would rather create and encreaſe 
a Suſpicion of Guilt, and it would be impoſſible to 
extinguiſh F ree-ſpeaking, which is a principal Sign 
of a Free Government; for in this, as well as other 
Cafes, every Man is an Orator, and every Place an 
Orator, WES ; 
POS ＋ s C R I P 2 L 
JP Roſewell's/Caſe; a Diſſenting | Miniſter, par- 

don'd hy King Charles II. 30 Car. II. on doubt- 

ful Evidence, even after a Sentence of High Trea- 
ſon, for Words preach'd, it was adjudged, per 
totam Curiam, That in an Information for Words, 
no Iunuendo, Intendment or Meaning, could be 
rightly inſerted, unleſs the Defendant was firſt di- 
rectly averr'd to have mention'd the Perſon himſelf, 
to whom that Innuendo and Word is to be referr'd. 
In Preſſick's Caſe, 32 Car: II. Words quoted as 
ſaid by others were not treaſonable, nor, therefore, 
ſeditious. Princes of ſuperior Spirit like Preachers 
and Writers againſt them, as their beſt Friends, an 
Antidote to the Fatality of Flatterers, Knaves and 
Fools; as Lewis XIV. of France and Charles II. 


liked F. Bourdaloue and Biſhop Ken; Many more 


Inſtances might be added; there never was a Li- 


bel againſt a Court that did not take its ſole Sig- | 


nificancy and Sting from the Proſecution of it; and 
it would be imprudent to portend the Fall of a State, 


| by "ng the World _ _ — can ſhake it. 


